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Operations on the Tidelands 


When President Eisenhower, on 
May 22, 1953, signed the Submerged 
Lands Act and on August 7, 1953 
signed the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act, the Congress and the 
President reopened for exploration 
and development a potential petro- 
leum domain one-tenth the size of 
the land mass of the United States. 
The development of this vast sub- 
merged area was begun before 
World War II under leases issued 
by the adjacent coastal states. It 
was stopped as to the area adjacent 
to California on June 23, 1947 when 
the Supreme Court of the United 
States rendered its decision in the 
California case,’ and as to the areas 
adjacent to Louisiana and Texas on 
June 5, 1950 when the court ren- 
dered its decisions in the Louisiana? 
and Texas? cases. 


This great area is better known 
in political circles as the “Tide- 
lands.” However, scientifically 
speaking, it is much larger than the 
sea floor between high and low tide. 
It comprises the entire continental 
shelf adjacent to the shores of the 
United States. Geographically, the 
continental shelf is the undersea ex- 
tension of the North American con- 
tinent. In geological times it was 
above the sea. Its slope is gradual 
from the coast to the edge, where 
the dip is much steeper. The con- 
tour of the escarpment ranges in 
depth below the sea from 40 fath- 
oms to over 100 fathoms. 


The shelf adjacent to the United 
States contains approximately 278,- 
000 square miles. The area covered 
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by waters up to 60 ft. deep can be 
explored and developed for petro- 
leum under present economic con- 
ditions, and under technological ad- 
vancements made during the past 
10 years. With more experience 
areas covered by deeper waters may 
be explored. 

No one knows nor can make a 
reasonable estimate of the amount 
cf oil and gas that will ultimately 
be recovered from the continental 
shelf. Fantastic guesses have been 
made—some as high as a trillion 
dollars worth. There seems to be 
some relation between the size of the 
guess and the extent of opposition 
to the legislation passed by the Con- 
gress and signed by the President. 

Only one scientific study has been 
made of the productive capacity of 
the continental shelf. It was made 
by the National Petroleum Council 
and submitted on May 28, 1953 to 
the Secretary of the Interior at his 
request. No attempt was made to 
estimate the ultimate recovery of 
petroleum from the shelf. The re- 
pert was confined to the amount 
of petroleum products that might 
be available at the end of 5 years 
if the shelf were reopened for ex- 
floration and development. The 
Council concluded that during the 
next 5 years the development will 
be limited to an area of 14,000 
square miles off the coast of Texas 
and Louisiana covered by waters up 
to 60 ft. deep, and to about 300 


square miles off the southern coast 
of California covered by waters up 
to 50 ft. deep. It reported to the 
Secretary that at the end of 5 years, 
under ideal conditions, there might 
be developed an availability from 
the continental shelf of about 170,- 
000 to 200,000 bbl. daily of crude oil 
and natural gas liquids, and about 
600 million to 800 million cubic feet 
daily of natural gas.* 

Estimates of the amount of oil 
and gas in place under the conti- 
nental shelf are wholly unrealistic, 
unless considered in connection with 
the amount available on shore in 
times of peace and in times of war. 
The American public is not con- 
cerned with how much is under the 
shelf. It is interested in knowing 
how much can be produced at prices 
competitive with oil recovered from 
the uplands. Much of the petroleum 
reserves may be worthless because 
the high cost of making them avail- 
able will exceed their value. The 
precious metals in the oceans are 
enough to make every person in 
the world a millionaire, a cubic mile 
of sea water containing about $93,- 
000,000 in gold and $8,500,000 in sil- 
ver. But not everyone is a million- 
aire because the cost of extracting 
the gold and silver exceeds their 
value.° 

The cost of finding and recover- 
ing a barrel of oil from the conti- 
nental shelf will be much greater 
than finding and recovering a barrel 
of oil from the uplands; but under 
the forces of a free economy, both 
barrels must be sold to the public 
at approximatelv the same price. 
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It has been estimated that the drill- 
ing cost will be about 3 times great- 
er, and the production costs about 
4 times greater. Whether offshore 
oil can compete with uplands oil will 
depend to a great extent upon tech- 
nological developments, economic 
conditions, and the rules and regu- 
lations promulgated by the state 
and federal agencies. Each lease 
sold by a state or by the federal 
government on submerged lands 
must be sold in competition with 
leases on the uplands. The unfav- 
orable and burdensome provisions 
of some leases on the uplands, if 
written into offshore leases, will 
deter the operators from taking the 
risks incident to producing oil in 
the open sea. A spirit of coopera- 
tion, confidence, and mutual under- 
standing between the state and fed- 
eral governments and the industry 
will be necessary for a maximum 
development of the petroleum re- 
sources of the continental shelf. 

The continental shelf was divided 
by Congress into two areas. The 
area constituting “lands beneath 
navigable waters” as that term is 
defined in the Submerged Lands Act,’ 
was awarded to the adjacent coastal 
states. The remaining area, com- 
prising the “outer continental shelf,” 
as that term is defined in the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act,® was 
set aside to the United States. The 
area which will be leased and regu- 
lated by the United States is ap- 
proximately 10 times greater than 
the area awarded to the states.° 


1. STATE AREAS 


The area of the shelf to be ad- 
ministered by the states under the 
Submerged Lands Act includes the 
lands covered by tide waters out to 
a distance of 3 geographical miles 
from the coast lines of the states, 
or to a distance of 3 marine leagues 
in the Gulf of Mexico in the event 
the boundary of any state extended 
3 leagues in the Gulf of Mexico 
when it became a member of the 
union. The states will also have 
jurisdiction over all filled-in, made, 
or reclaimed lands along their coasts. 
The cloud cast by the decisions in 
the California, Louisiana, and Texas 
cases on their titles to lands beneath 
navigable rivers within their bound- 
aries has been removed. 
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a. Division Line 

Congress did not monument the 
line between the areas awarded io 
the adjacent states and to the Unit- 
ed States. However, it laid down 
the essential elements for locating 
the line which can be applied by the 
officials of the federal and state gov- 
ernments and by the courts. Once 
the line is located, permanent refer- 
ence monuments should be set along 
the coast. 

The base line must first be lo- 
cated before the division line can 
be established. The coast line, un- 
der the Submerged Lands Act, will 
constitute the bhse line. The coast 
line is defined in the Act as “the 
line of ordinary low water along 
that portion of the coast which is in 
direct contact with the open sea 
and the line marking the seaward 
limits of inland waters.” Where the 
coast is in direct contact with the 
open sea, the base line will follow 
the line of low tide; but where the 
coast is broken by rivers emptying 
into the sea or by bays, estuaries, 
inlets, and other similar indentations 
constituting inland waters, the base 
line will follow the line separating 
the inland waters from the open sea. 


The location of the line marking 
the seaward limits of inland waters 
presents many difficult legal and en- 
gineering problems. If a dispute 
arises as to whether an indentation 
in the coast is a bay or other inland 
waters, or as to where the line sepa- 
rating inland water from the open 
sea is to be located, the controversy 
must be settled either by the courts 
or by appropriate legislation. The 
unavoidable delays incident to a set- 
tlement of the issues will increase 
the hazards of offshore operations, 
and will retard the search for oil in 
the areas in distance. The Supreme 
Court of the United States, even 
though it rendered its decision in 
the California case more than 6 
years ago, has not decided some of 
these complex issues which have 
arisen along the California coast. 


Once the base line has been estab- 
lished it then becomes necessary to 
determine whether jurisdiction of 
the state terminates at the base line; 
or extends 3 miles into the sea; or, 
in the case of some of the Gulf Coast 
states, 3 marine leagues into the 
Gulf; or, in the case of the Great 





Lakes states, to the internat onal 
boundary. If a state has neve~ ex- 
tended its boundary into the se, its 
jurisdiction will end at the ase 
line until it does extend its bo ind- 
ary seaward 3 miles. 


A Gulf Coast state whose bo ind- 
ary extended into the Gulf 3 leawues 
at the time it became a member of 
of the Union, will continue to own 
and be entitled to lease and maiiage 
the submerged areas 3 marine lea- 
gues from the base line. The laws 
of the state at the time it joined the 
Union must be examined to deter- 
mine whether its seaward boundary 
is 3 miles or 3 leagues. 

Texas, Louisiana, and Florida are 
asserting jurisdiction out to 3 lea- 
gues. When Texas was a republic 
it fixed its boundary as_ beginning 
“at the mouth of the Sabine river 
and running west along the Gulf of 
Mexico 3 leagues from land, to the 
mouth of the Rio Grande.’?® The 
first constitution of Louisiana (1812) 
described Louisiana’s boundary as 
follows: “Thence, bounded by the 
said Gulf, to the place of beginning, 
including all islands within 3 leagues 
of the coast.” Louisiana contends 
that, inasmuch as it had jurisdiction 
over all islands within 3 leagues of 
its coast when it was admitted to 
the Union, its boundary extended 
seaward 3 leagues. 

If the Department of State of the 
United States continues to pursue 
the foreign policy announced by its 
Deputy Legal Adviser while testify- 
ing before the Senate Interior and 
Insular Affairs Committee on the 
Submerged Lands Act," it may take 
the position that the rights of the 
Gulf states to the submerged lands 
between 3 miles and 3 leagues is 
something less than their rights to 
the area between the base line and 
3 miles. The Deputy Legal Adviser 
testified that the United States did 
not claim vis-a-vis the other nations 
than its territorial sovereignty ex- 
tended beyond 3 miles. He said the 
Department did contend, thougi. 
that the United States, or the states 
in the event the United States dele- 
gated the power to them, could 
lease and manage the natural re- 
sources of the seabed to the outer 
edge of the continental shelf with- 
out exercising territorial sovereign- 
ty over the area. 
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; C FOR MODERN OIL WELL CEMENTING 


PERMANENTE 
OIL WELL CEMENTS 


TYPE C 
For Wells 
to 5,000 feet 


TYPE S 
For Wells 
to 8,000 feet 


TYPE D 
For Wells 
over 8,000 feet 


PERMATEMP 
For Hot Wells 
of Any Depth 


The STANOLIND Pressure and Thickening Analyzer predicts performance of slurry under 
various conditions of heat, pressure, depth encountered during well cementing operation. 


In modern oil well cementing practice, the operator must be able to 
predict slurry performance within very close tolerance under the most vari- 
able conditions of depth, heat and pressure. 

For this reason, a single type of cement cannot be relied upon to fulfill 
the multiple requirements of oil well cementing. 

PERMANENTE OIL WELL CEMENTS are Job Tailored under close lab- 
oratory control to furnish a slurry which will produce a satisfactory seal 


under the most adverse conditions. , 
Performance of slurry made with PERMANENTE OIL WELL CEMENTS 


can be accurately predicted when used in temperatures up to 500 F.; 
pressures up to 30,000 psi; and at any depth oil wells are now drilled. 


Ou the toh - On time PERMANENTE 


CEMENT COMPANY 


PERMANENTE, SANTA CLARA, YOSEMITE AND KAISER BRANDS OF PORTLAND CEMENT AND PERMANENTE LIME PRODUCTS 
OAKLAND e¢ PORTLAND e¢ SEATTLE 
ANCHORAGE e¢ FAIRBANKS e¢ HONOLULU 
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Whether the United States has 
territorial sovereignty over the area 
beyond 3 miles is not decisive of 
the question of whether Congress 
has empowered the Gulf coastal 
states whose boundaries extended 3 
leagues into the Gulf when they 
came into the Union, to lease and 
ranage the submerged lands_ be- 
tween 3 miles and 3 leagues. This 
question must be decided by a pro- 
per construction of the Submerged 
Lands Act, and a correct application 
of the domestic law of the United 
States. The Submerged Lands Act 
and its legislative history show that 
Congress intended to vest in some 
of the Gulf Coastal states manage- 
rient and the leasing rights over 
the seabed out to 3 leagues. The 
foreign policy of this nation regard- 
ing the extent of its territorial sov- 
ereignty cannot take from the coast- 
al states rights which Congress 
granted them under our domestic 
law. 

b. Leases Validated 

Each lease issued by a coastal state 
which had been maintained in force 
and effect until June 5, 1950 was 
validated by the Submerged Lands 
Act. The land restored to the states 
were impressed with each such lease. 
Moreover, the primary term of each 
lease was extended for a period from 
May 22, 1953 equal to the term 
remaining unexpired on December 
11, 1950. The extension covered the 
period during which the lessee was 
enjoined by the Supreme Court from 
conducting operations. 

The lessee, however, was required 
to pay to the state issuing the lease, 
within 90 days from the effective 
date of the Act, all rentals and 
royalties payable under the lease 
after June 5, 1950 or to consent in 
writing for the United States to pay 
such sums to the state in the event 
the lessee had paid the rentals and 
rovalties to the United States. 

c. Future Operations 

The states will not have exclusive 
jurisdiction over all operations to 
be conducted upon the submerged 
lands returned to them by the Sub- 
merged Lands Act. The United 
States retained all of its navigation- 
al servitude and rights in and pow- 
ers of regulation and control of the 
lands and the navigable waters for 
the constitutional purposes of com- 
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mnerce, navigation, national defense, 
and international affairs. 

The rules and regulations of the 
United States Coast Guard and the 
United States Corps of Engineers 
will continue to apply and must be 
obeyed. 

The states will have control over 
all geophysical, exploratory, and 
production operations to be conduct- 
cd on the lands returned to them by 
the Submerged Lands Act, but only 
t>» the extent that the exercise of 
such control will not conflict with 
the rights retained by the United 
States. : 

Many of the states have regula- 
tions governing these operations. In 
California, permits to conduct geo- 
physical explorations must be ob- 
tained from the State Lands Com- 
nission, and from the Fish and 
Game Commission. The State Lands 
Commission may lease the sub- 
merged lands for oil and gas only 
when deposits are known or are 
believed to be contained in such 
lands, and are being, or may be 
drained by wells on adjacent lands.?? 
A change in the California law 
which would permit the leasing of 
offshore areas not known to be pro- 
ductive, and the construction of 
platforms on the floor of the sea, 
would increase the exploratory oper- 
ations and the daily production. 

In Louisiana, a permit to conduct 
geophysical operations must be ob- 
tained from the State Mineral Board 
and from the Department of Wild 
Life and Fisheries. The State Min- 
eral Board may offer any of the 
submerged lands for lease on com- 
petitive sealed bids. ** The Board 
sold many leases before the filing of 
the Louisiana case. A continuation 
of the leasing policy will bring about 
much new exploration and develop- 
ment. 

In Texas, a permit to conduct 
geophysical operations must be ob- 
tained from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. A fee of $50 
per day per crew is charged for the 
permit. An inspector is assigned by 
the Commissioner to each crew; 
and an additional fee of $35 per day 
is assessed for his services where 
the operations are to be conducted 
within one mile of the coast, and $15 
per day where they are to be con- 
ducted farther seaward. The School 





Land Board may offer any oi the 
submerged lands for lease on (om- 
petitive sealed bids.‘1* The Buoard 
has pursued a sound leasing pv ‘icy 
under adequate state laws. It has 
encouraged offshore exploration 
and development. Shortly after the 
passage of the Submerged Lands 
Act the Board published notices 
that it would, on December 1, 1953, 
offer several tracts for lease within 
9 miles of the coast of Texas. 

The states will have exclusive 
jurisdiction over conservation of the 
natural resources under the lands 
returned to them. Texas and Louis- 
iana, two of the larger producing 
states, have adequate conservation 
laws which are being capably ad- 
ministered. Other states may find 
it necessary to amend their conser- 
vation laws. 


2. FEDERAL AREA 

The area of the continental shelf 
to be administered by the federal 
government under the Outer Con- 
tinental Shelf Lands Act is 10 times 
larger than the area restored to all 
of the littoral states. It includes 
all of the shelf seaward of a line 3 
miles from the coast of the United 
States, or 3 leagues from the coast 
of the Gulf of Mexico as to those 
states whose original boundaries ex- 
tended into the Gulf 3 leagues. 

Unlike the states, the federal gov- 
ernment has never leased for oil 
and gas any submerged lands ad- 
jacent to the shores of this nation. 
The first law which authorized it 
to lease offshore lands was signed 
by President Eisenhower on August 
7, 1953. 

a. Leases Validated 

Prior to the decisions in the Louis- 
iana and Texas cases, a part of the 
outer continental shelf was under 
the jurisdiction of Louisiana and 
Texas. These two states, during the 
time they exercised jurisdiction over 
the area, sold many leases in good 
faith. Each lease sold prior to De- 
cember 21, 1948 which had _ been 
maintained in force and effect under 
their laws until June 5, 1950 was 
validated by the Outer Continental 
Shelf Lands Act. 

However, the Secretary of the In- 
terior was authorized to promulgate 
regulations which are to constitute 
some of the provisions of the vali- 
dated leases. He cannot, by his 
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a Here is only a part of the complete stock of 

i h 4 | stainless steel tubing and pipe — to meet your 
exact requirements — available at Perry 

Kilsby Inc. Sizes range from .016 to 8%¢ inch 
O.D. and wall thicknesses from .004 to .500 


and Pipe ji 
a (PH 
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chanical, aircraft chrome moly, seamless or welded pressure tube 
or pipe, or commercial chrome moly — we have it, and we'll see 
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regulations, decrease the area or ex- 
clude any mineral included in the 
lease, or increase the rentals and 
royalties, or reduce the term of the 
lease. He has not promulgated these 
regulations. They will have an im- 
portant bearing upon future opera- 
tions under the leases. They should 
not impose any greater burden on 
the lessee than was imposed by the 
lease at the time it was purchased. 

The primary term of each non- 
producing lease was extended for a pe- 
riod from August 7, 1953 equal to the 
unexpired primary term of the lease 
on December 11, 1950. This extend- 
ed term will give the lessee an ad- 
ditional time within which to dis- 
cover oil and gas, and was granted 
because he was enjoined on Decem- 
ber 11, 1950 from conducting ex- 
ploratory operations. 


Any lease whose primary term 
had not expired on August 7, 1953 
which included sulfur, will expire 
as to the sulfur at the end of the 
primary term unless sulfur is being 
produced, or operations are being 
conducted for the production of sul- 
fur. If the primary term of the lease 
expired before August 7, 1953, the 
lease will continue as to the sulfur 
for a period of two years from Au- 
gust 7, 1953 and as long thereafter 
as sulfur is produced or operations 
are being conducted for the produc- 
tion of sulfur. 


The validation of the leases was 
conditioned upon the lessee comply- 
ing with certain provisions of the 
Act, including the filing of a copy 
of the lease with the Secretary, ac- 
companied by a certificate from the 
state issuing the lease that it was in 
force and effect under its laws on 
June 5, 1950, and the payment of all 
rentals and royalties accruing after 
June 5, 1950 which had not been 
paid either to the state or to the 
United States. No lease validated 
under the Act will continued beyond 
5 years from August 7, 1953 in the 
absence of production or drilling 
operations. 


The lessee must pay to the United 
States, as an additional royalty, a 
sum equal to the amount of any 
severance, gross production, or oc- 
cupation taxes which would have 
been collected by the state under its 
laws as they existed on August 7, 
1953 had the state continued to 
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exercise jurisdiction over the area. 
The additional reyalty was imposed 
by Congress to meet the argument 
of some of the states that the lessee 
would receive a windfall if the 
states were not permitted to collect 
the taxes imposed by their laws 
upon such production. The addi- 
tional royalty will not apply to any 
lease sold by the United States. It 
applies only to leases sold by the 
states at a time when the taxes could 
have been collected on the produc- 
tion. 


Some of the leases issued by 
Louisiana and Texas which were 
validated by the Submerged Lands 
Act and the Outer Continental Shelf 
Lands Act include lands partly with- 
in the jurisdiction of the state and 
partly within the jurisdiction of the 
United States. These leases were 
issued by the two states at a time 
when they were claiming ownership 
of a much larger portion of the con- 
tinental shelf than was quitclaimed 
to them by the Submerged Lands 
Act. The leases split by this line 
have, in effect, been divided into 
two separate leases—one covering 
lands beneath navigable waters 
within jurisdiction of the states, and 
the other covering outer continental 
shelf lands within the jurisdiction 
of the United States. 


I repeat that the line delimiting 
the area within the respective juris- 
dictions of the two governments has 
not been definitely established. Un- 
til it is established, the lessee will 
have much difficulty in determining 
whether he is to comply with the 
laws of the state or with the laws 
of the United States. If he locates 
a well on what he believes to be a 
part of the lease under the jurisdic- 
tion of the state, it may subsequent- 
ly develop that the well is located 
on lands of the United States. 

Congress attempted, in §7 of the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 
to solve in part a situation where a 
controversy existed between the 
United States and a state over the 
location of the dividing line. It au- 
thorized the United States and the 
state and the lessee to enter into a 
stipulation impounding the rents 
and royalties. A more complete 
solution of the problem must be 
found to assure an adequate devel- 
opment of disputed areas, and to re- 





duce the risks that will be incu +e 


| 
if an operator spends many ti ou- 
sands of dollars without know ing 
which government owns the are: in 
dispute. 


~ 


b. Future Leases 


The Secretary of the Interior may 
in the future lease any part of the 
outer continental shelf for oil and 
gas, or for sulfur, but he cannot 
include in one lease oil, gas, and 
sulfur. 


He can determine the areas to be 
offered and when to be offered. All 
leases must be sold after published 
notice on sealed bids under regu- 
lations promulgated by him in ad- 
vance. He must determine in ad- 
vance of the sale whether he will 
receive bids on the basis of a cash 
bonus with a royalty fixed by him, 
or on the basis of royalty with a 
cash bonus fixed by him. 


An oil and gas lease must cover 
a compact area not exceeding 5,760 
acres. It will continue for a period 
of 5 years and as long thereafter as 
oil or gas is produced in paying 
quantities, or drilling or well re- 
working operations to be approved 
by the Secretary are conducted on 
the premises. It must require the 
payment of a royalty of not less 
than 12% percent in amount or 
value of the production saved, re- 
moved, or sold from the premises. 
It may contain such rental provi- 
sions and other provisions as the 
Secretary may prescribe at the time 
of offering the area for lease. 


Water operations are quite differ- 
ent from land operations. This dii- 
ference was recognized by Congress 
when it prescribed in the Outer 
Continental Shelf Lands Act a leasing 
policy wholly dissimilar to that con- 
tained in the Mineral Leasing Act. 
A fortiori, the regulations applicable 
to the two types of operations must 
be different. 


The Secretary has not promul- 
gated rules and regulations for the 
leasing of the outer continental 
shelf, nor has he published a lease 
form. When published, if the regu- 
lations and lease form permit gov- 
ernment intervention only when 
necessary to protect the rights of 
the United States, more operators 
will spend more money to find more 
oil. 
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Oil helps him harvest our lumber... 


The legendary giant Paul Bunyan was a midget — compared to this man. 
For today’s lumberman has more power than his famous forerunner 
ever had .. . he has oil working for him. Petroleum helps him cut, load, 
haul .. . helps him produce over 37-billion board feet of lumber per year. 
From our forests come our homes and furniture . . . pencils and paper . . . 
thousands of other necessities. The Texas Company has long been 


a leading supplier of petroleum to America’s lumber industry. 


The Texas Company 
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c. Geophyzical Exploration 

Geophysical operations are under 
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of 
the Interior. He may authorize any 
person to conduct these operations 
on any leased or unleased areas pro- 
vided they will not interfere with 
nor endanger actual operations un- 
der a lease, or harm aquatic life. 

The Secretary on September 22, 
1953 promulgated a temporary rule 
regarding these operations.’® The 
rule applies only to those areas in- 
cluded in an agreement between the 
Secretary and the appropriate state 
officials for the protection and con- 
servation of aquatic life. In such 
areas, an operator may conduct geo- 
physical operations on the outer 
continental shelf if he has obtained 
a permit from the state for similar 
operations on the adjoining areas 
under the jurisdiction of the state; 
has obtained a permit from the 
Corps of Engineers; and complies 
with the rules of the adjoining state 
governing operations on submerged 
iands of the state. An agreement of 
this character has been entered into 
between the Secretary and the State 
of Texas. While it is in force and 
effect, all geophysical operations on 
the outer continental shelf opposite 
the coast of Texas must be in con- 
formity with the rules promulgated 
by the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office of Texas. 


d. Laws Applicable 

The laws applicable to the waters 
above the outer continental shelf 
are not the same as those applicable 
to the natural resources of the outer 
continental shelf and to the struc- 
tures erected for their removal. The 
United States still recognizes as 
high seas, the waters above the outer 
continental shelf. The rules of in- 
ternational law regarding freedom of 
the seas are applicable to these wa- 
ters. Foreign vessels can navigate 
them without obtaining permission 
from this nation. 

The Deputy Legal Adviser of the 
State Department, while testifying 
before the Interior and Insular Af- 
fairs Committee of the Senate on the 
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act, 
said that from an_ international 
standpoint the United States should 
not claim territorial sovereignty 
over the waters and air space above 
the outer continental shelf. He said, 
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however, that no principles of inter- 
national law would be violated if 
the laws of the United States were 
applied to the natural resources of 
the subsoil of the outer continental 
shelf, and to the structures erected 
on the shelf for their removal.’® 

Many of the states urged Con- 
gress to permit them to extend and 
enforce their laws to the portions 
of the outer continental shelf op- 
posite their shores. Their conten- 
tions were met with vigorous op- 
position by federal officials. After 
a long hearing and debate, Congress 
settled the controversy by extend- 
ing to the subsoil and seabed of the 
outer continental shelf all federal 
laws, and such state laws as are not 
inconsistent with the federal laws. 
It charged the federal officials with 
enforcing these laws, and denied jur- 
isdiction to the states. 

The areas of the outer continental 
shelf over which the federal officials 
will apply the state laws are to be 
defined by the President. In defin- 
ing the line, he required to extend 
the boundary lines of the littoral 
states seaward to the outer edge of 
the continental shelf. To date he 
has not delimited these areas. When 
he does, an operator searching for 
oil in the area must first examine 
the federal laws, and then the state 
laws, and then determine the extent 
to which the state laws are not in- 
consistent with the federal laws. 
Difficulties will be encountered in 
ascertaining which laws are applica- 
ble, all of which will increase the 
cost of finding and producing a bar- 
rel of offshore oil. 

e. Workmen’s Compensation Laws 

The workmen’s compensation 
laws of a littoral state will not apply 
to an employee working on struc- 
tures erected on the outer continen- 
tal shelf. The Act expressly pro- 
vides that compensation shall be 
payable under the provisions of the 
Longshoremen’s and Harbor Work- 
ers’ Compensation Act to an em- 
plovee who is disabled or killed 
while engaged in operations on the 
outer continental shelf. The benefits 
under the Longshoremen’s and Har- 
bor Workers’ Act are much larger 
than those under the workmen’s 
compensation laws of the states. 
These larger benefits will further 
increase the cost of producing a bar- 





rel of offshore oil. 

However, the Longshoremen’s 
and Harbor Workers’ Compensa ion 
Act does not apply to a master ora 
member of the crew of a ve-sel. 
The Jones Act** covers all seamen 
injured while engaged in operations 
on the outer continental shelf. In 
general, a seaman is one employed 
to navigate vessels upon the sea, 
but includes all those on board 
whose labor contributes to the ac- 
complishment of the main object in 
which the vessel is engaged.'* The 
Jones Act, unlike the workmen’s 
compensation laws of the state, im- 
poses no limitation on the amount 
of damages an injured seaman may 
recover. The employer must deter- 
mine whether his employee will be 
a seaman under the Jones Act, or 
an employee under the Longshore- 
men’s and Harbor Workers’ Com- 
pensation Act. 

f. National Labor Relations Act 

The adventurous operator 
goes to sea to produce oil will not 
escape the harassment of the Tait- 
Hartley law. Like the proverbial 
shadow, the National Labor Rela- 
tions Act will follow him all the 
way to the edge of the outer con- 
tinental shelf. If he commits an un- 
fair labor practice the Labor Board 
will not try him on the structure; 
but it will try him in the judicial 
district of the adjacent state nearest 
the structure. 

g. Coast Guard and Army 

Engineers 

The Coast Guard has the author- 
ity to promulgate and enforce reas- 
sonable regulations with respect to 
lights, warning devices, safety equip- 
ment, and other matters relating to 
the promotion of safety of life and 
property on a structure. If may 
mark, at the expense of the owner. 
for the protection of navigation any 
structure which the owner has failed 
to mark in according with its regu- 
lations. A person violating any law- 
ful rule or regulation will be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and may be fined 
not more than $100 for each offense. 
Each day during which the violation 
continues ‘will constitute a new of- 
fense. 

The industry may find it necessary 
to ask the Coast Guard to eliminate 
some of its rules which are unnec- 
essary and materially increase the 
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The simplest, safest way to repair a 
damaged or split casing section... 








PACKING CASING BOWL 


Permanent! Quick! Pressure-Tigh 


When faced with the problem of repairing damaged or split sections of 
a casing string installed in a well, you'll do the job quicker, cheaper— 


and more permanently—with a Baash-Ross Packing Casing Bowl. 


Here’s all you do... 


After cutting the casing below the damaged area and 
removing it from the well, add enough new casing to the 
recovered string to replace the damaged section—then 
thread a Packing Casing Bowl to the bottom of this re- 


placement string. 

Run the replacement string back into the well until the 
Casing Bowl passes over the top of the casing standing 
in the well and “shoulders” against it. 


can be suspended at the surface in the usual manner. 


1. Cement Job around the casing shoe is not dis- 
turbed in any way. 





2. Diameter of casing string is not reduced at the 
repair point because the Casing Bowl has a mini- 
mum ID as great or greater than the casing string 


itself. Any tools, liners or other equipment that 

ort will pass through the rest of the casing will also 
pass through the Casing Bowl. 

“s 3. Varying Requirements are met by choice of either 

Single Slip or Double Slip designs —a type to meet 


your particular requirements. 


Baash-Ross Packing Casing Bowls are available 
in a complete range of sizes to fit casing diam- 
eters from 4%" to 13%"—in both Single and 





Double Slip Types. TOOL COMPANY 
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Baash-Ross Pack- 
ing Casing Bowls 
are available in two 
Simply raise the string to set the sli enact 

Ply the s 8 to ' t the slips and expand the ioe ausaeaaen 
multiple-segment packing rings, after which the casing Double Slip Type 
(right). 


4. Packing is lead for a permanent seal—and spe- 
cial tapered design of sealing rings assures a full 
length pressure-tight seal. 


5. Split Design of packing retaining rings prevents 
lead packing from squeezing out of pack-off area. 
You get a tight pressure-proof pack-off on every 
job. 


6. Casing Repairs are quickly-made, low-in-cost, and 
permanent—with a high safety factor to with- 
stand the most severe strains and pressures. 











Our 34th Year 








GENERAL OFFICES: 5512 SO. BOYLE AVE., LOS ANGELES 58 
CITY * HOUSTON 20 + ODESSA * CASPER 


Available through Leading Supply Stores OKLAHOMA 
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Export Offices: 250 Park Ave., New York 17 
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cost of operations. 

The Secretary of the Army will 
have authority to prevent obstruc- 
tions to navigation in the waters 
above the outer continental shelf, 
even though the waters are a part 
of the high seas. He can establish 
sea lanes and anchorages, and re- 
strict or eliminate drilling in the 
areas. 

h. Suspension of Operations 

The Secretary of the Interior, 
upon recommendation of the Secre- 
tary of Defense, during a state of 
war or national emergency declared 
by Congress or the President, may 
order operations suspended under 
any lease; but just compensation 
must be paid by the United States 
to the operator. 

The Secretary of Defense, with 
the approval of the President may 
designate restricted areas needed for 
national defense. No operations can 
be conducted in a restricted area 
without the approval of the Secre- 
tary of Defense. When operations 
under a lease on a restricted area 
are suspended, all obligations under 
the lease likewise will be suspended ; 
and the term of the lease will be 
extended for the period of suspen- 
sion. Just compensation must be 
paid to the lessee for any damages 
suffered on account of the suspen- 
sion of operations. 

These unusual provisions, which 
Congress deemed necessary for the 
defense of this nation, are cumula- 
tive evidence of the increased haz- 
ards of offshore operations. 

i. Pipelines 

Pipeline easements may be ob- 
tained from the Secretary under 
regulations promulgated by him. An 
operator who obtains an easement 
for an oil pipeline, or a gas pipeline, 
must transport or purchase, without 
discrimination, oil or natural gas 
produced from the submerged lands 
in the vicinity of the pipeline in 
such amounts as the Federal Power 
Commission, in the case of gas, and 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion, in the case of oil, may, after 
a full hearing, determine to be rea- 
sonable ; taking into account, among 
other things, conservation and the 
prevention of waste. 

j. Conservation Regulation 

The Secretary is authorized to 
promulgate and enforce rules and 
regulations for the prevention of 
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waste and the conservation of the 
natural resources of the outer con- 
tinental shelf, and for the protection 
of correlative rights. Any person 
who knowingly and willfully vio- 
lates any of these conservation rules 
will be guilty of a misdemeanor, 
and punishable by a fine of not more 
than $2,000, or by imprisonment for 
not more than six months, or by 
both such fine and imprisonment. 

The Secretary is expressly au- 
thorized, in enforcing the conserva- 
tion rules, to cooperate with the con- 
servation agency of the adjacent 
state. The state agencies have juris- 
diction over the conservation of the 
natural resources of the uplands and 
the inner continental shelf—the Sec- 
retary over the outer continental 
shelf. 

Much cooperation will be neces- 
sary. The states are experienced in 
the field of conservation. They have 
brought about practices during the 
last 25 years which have resulted 
in more oil and gas being conserved 
than was used in fighting two great 
World Wars. They have demon- 
strated their ability to conserve 
while making oil and gas plentiful. 

Cooperation between the state 
agencies and the Secretary will not 
be new. The states have for years 
exercised this conservation jurisdic- 
tion over the federal public lands. 
They have promulgated the same 
set of rules for lands privately 
owned, for state lands, and for fed- 
eral lands. Moreover, Congress, to 
assist in enforcing these state rules, 
enacted the Connally Hot Oil Act,’® 
making it a federal offense to trans- 
port in interstate*commerce oil pro- 
duced in violation of state law. 

Many oil and gas fields will be 
bisected by the line dividing lands 
of the inner continental shelf from 
lands of the outer continental shelf. 
On the uplands where state lines 
have pierced a field, the state agen- 
cies, through joint hearings and 
consultation, have promulgated a 
common set of rules. The same co- 
operation between the federal gov- 
ernment and the states will result 
in better conservation practices. 

Waste incident to the excessive 
storage of oil from the outer con- 
tinental shelf must be avoided. Some 
states have eliminated this type of 
waste by confining the production 
to the market demand. Outer con- 


tinental shelf oil must find a p ace 
in the market, but when it is ne es- 
sary to curtail. production to pre: ent 
the wasteful storage of oil, the |.ro- 
duction from the outer shelf sh: uld 
be reduced proportionately. Jv int 
action on the part of the state acgen- 
cy and the Secretary will be ad- 
visable in many instances. 

k. Other Regulations 

The Secretary can promulgate 
such other rules and regulations as 
he may deem necessary to carry out 
the provisions of the Outer Conti- 
nental Shelf Lands Act. He may 
publish rules for the assignment or 
relinquishment of leases, for the 
sale of royalty oil and gas, for uniti- 
zation and pooling, for drilling 
agreements, for the suspension of 
operations or production, for the re- 
duction of rentals or royalties, for 
compensatory royalty agreements, 
for the subsurface storage of oil or 
gas, and for drilling easements and 
other easements necessary for oper- 
ations or production. 

Each new lease will be conditioned 
upon a compliance with the regula- 
tions in force on the date the lease 
is issued. Each lease issued by a 
state which is ratified by the Act 
will be conditioned upon a compli- 
ance with the regulations issued 
within 90 days after the Secretary 
determines that the lease comes 
within the ratification provisions of 
the Act. 

A nonproducing lease may be can- 
celled by the Secretary for a breach 
of the provisions of the lease, or of 
the regulations, if the default con- 
tinues for a period of 30 days after 
notice of the breach. However, the 
Secretary’s action may be reviewed 
by the courts. A producing lease 
can be cancelled only by the courts. 

3. RECAPITULATION 

This discussion has not included 
any of the engineering problems in- 
cident to producing oil or gas in 
the open sea. There are many. Some 
have been solved, others remain to 
be solved. 

It should be clear from what has 
been said that finding and produc- 
ing oil from the continental shelf 
is not the bonanza some have rep- 
resented it to be. The costs will be 
great, the hazards even greater. Ex- 
pensive shore bases, costly boats for 
geophysical operations, expensive 
drilling platforms, costly transpor- 
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tation of men and material, ex- 
pensive communication facilities, 
higher insurance premiums, more 
men, more material, expensive 
standby boats, more travel time, 
dangerous hurricanes, high waves, 
costly pipelines or barges, more reg- 
ulations, uncertainties as to bound- 
aries, etc.—these are only some of 
the perplexing problems in produc- 
ing oil from the open sea. But they 
will not discourage the oil industry 
which is willing to spend its dollars 
today for the oil this nation will 
need 10 years hence. 

However, the right governmental 
atmosphere will be necessary. The 
government must regulate, but only 
to the extent necessary to protect 
the public interest. It should not 
usurp the prerogatives of manage- 
ment. : 

The Submerged Lands Act and 
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands 
Act should be interpreted and ad- 
ministered reasonably. They were 
highly controversial. Many provi- 
sions resulted from compromises— 
compromises made so that the oil 
can be developed today and made 
available to this nation tomorrow. 


*United States v. California, 332 U.S. 19, 
332 U.S. 804 


“United States v. Louisiana, 339 U.S. 699, 
340 U.S. 899 


“United States v. Texas, 339, U.S. 707, 
340 U.S. 900 

‘Submerged Lands Productive Capacity, 
National Petroleum Council (1953). 


*Petroleum Productive Capacity, p. 3, Na- 
tional Petroleum Council (1952), 


‘Report of National Petroleum Council, 
“Submerged Lands Productive Capacity,” 
p. 43, (1953). 


‘67 Stat. 29, Public Law 31, 83d Congress, 
ch. 65, Ist sess. 


°67 Stat. 462, Public Law 212, 83d Con- 
cress, ch. 345, Ist sess. 
“Hearings before the interior and Insular 
Affairs Committee, United States Senate, 
83d Congress, Ist sess., S.J.Res. 13, Feb. 
16-Mar. 4, 1953, p. 604 


“Act of Dec. 19, 1836, 1 Houston, Laws 
of Republic of Texas (1838) 133, 1 
Gammel’s Laws of Texas (1890) 1193 

“Hearings before the committee on In- 
terior and Insular Affairs United States 
Senate on S.J. Res. 13, Feb. 16-Mar. 4, 
1953, pp. 1053-1090 

“Public Resources Code of Calif., § 6872 

“West's Louisiana Rev. Statutes Ann. 
1950, Vol 17, § 125 et seq. 

“Acts 1931, 42d Leg. of Texas, ch. 271, 
p. 452; Acts 1939, 46th Leg. of Texas, 
ch. 3, p. 465, §5; Acts 1941, 47th Leg. of 
Texas, ch, 498, p. 803 

‘a Number 186, p. 5667, Sept. 23, 
953 
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*Hearings before the Committee on In- 
terior and Insular Affairs of the United 
States Senate, 83d Congress, Ist sess. 
on S. 1901, pp. 572-607 

"46 U.S.C.A. § 688 

*Osland v. Star Fish & Oyster Co., 107, 
F. 2d 113 (C.C.A. Ala. 1939) 

“15 U.S:C.A. $715 et seq. 


Presented before Group Session of 
A.P.I., Division of Production, at 
33rd Annual Meeting. 


Coast Seismic 
Work Approved 


The California Fish and Game 
Commission has sanctioned seismic 
exploration by several oil companies 
along the whole state coastline. Ex- 
tensions of time of seismic permits 
and new permits were approved as 
follows: 

Western Gulf Oil Company was 
given a new permit to carry on seis- 
mic exploration under water from 
Pt. Dume south to the Mexican 
Gulf. The company’s present per- 
mit for such chores between the 
mainland and the Channel Islands 
from Pt. Concepcion to Pt. Dume 
was extended for 90 days from No- 


vember 30. Union Oil Company was 
granted permission to explore the 
area from Pt. Estero in San Luis 
Obispo County south to the border 
of Mexico for a period of 90 days 
starting December 1. Richfield Oil 
Corp. was allowed time exten- 
sion and new permission covering 
areas described from a line drawn 
from the west city limit of Santa 
Barbara to Pt. Dana and every- 
thing north of Pt. Concepcion to 
the Oregon border. The seismic per- 
mits also must be okayed by the 
State Lands Commission. 


Palmer Stendel 
Will Sell Lease 


Palmer Stendel Oil Corporation 
of Santa Barbara plans to sell to 
Union Oil Company for some $464,- 
000 Palmer’s balance of interest in 
the 160-acre Blochman lease in San- 
ta Barbara County. The sale will! 
cancel Palmer Stendel’s indebted- 
ness of the same amount to Union. 
Union has been working the lease 
since 1948, with Palmer receiving 
a portion of the net income. 
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Just ten years ago there took 
place in the astounded village 
of the Lost Angels, a strange 
agglutination of diverse souls, 
later to become known as “The 
Petroleum Pen Pushers.” It 
would perhaps be more accurate 
to say that this institution 
“grew” for there really was a 
long period of gestation before 
it actually came into being. The 
name is also a sort of evolution- 
ary thing that came with time, 
falls far short of being com- 
pletely descriptive, and really 
ought to be changed. However, 
if you will kindly gather in a 
little closer so that we don’t 
have to shout so loud, we shall 
be more than pleased to ap- 
prise you of the sordid details. 
Ready? 


Well, it all began quite innocent- 
ly back about 1930 when we became 
acquainted with Bob Roberts, the 
Standard of Cal public relations, 
tennis, domino, and gin rummy 
whiz. This, of course, was no ac- 
complishment for there were few 
people in any way connected with 
the public relations aspects of pe- 
troleum who didn’t know and ad- 
mire Bob even then. Anyway, being 
ourself at that time engaged in sun- 
dry writing ventures and promo- 
tional enterprises we used to meet 
with Bob at intervals for lunch 
during which we talked over our 
respective problems, propounded 
ideas on the eradication of institu- 
tional barnacles, if you know what 
we mean, and compounded love po- 
tions for the wooing of that fickle 
lad, John Q. Public. It was all very 
stimulating and we enjoyed our 
sporadic meetings no end. 

Later, much later, there came 
from the far east—of the United 
States, that is—a dapper little 
chap with the wardrobe of a 
boulevardier and a telltale na- 
salism in his speech that definite- 
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ly distinguished him as a citizen 
of New Amsterdam. This was 
none other than George Mur- 
ray, Jr., the Tide Water As- 
sociated public relationist. He 
was just about our size and gen- 
eral dimensions and, boy, how 
we used to wish we knew where 
he discarded his old suits. Any- 
way, we invited George to sev- 
eral of our lunch meetings and 
found him a genial sort of lad 
with about the same kind of in- 
terests and appetites as we had, 
so the twosome from then on 
became a threesome. George 
meantime has become one of 
the leading smog experts in the 
village, has directed a sizable 
section of the Red Cross drive, 
has been active in all manner 
of civic and industrial commit- 
tees, and has acquired a fair 
stash of friends out here in the 

Pacific derrick groves. 

Next to join our little band was 
Wayne Goble, the publisher of the 
Dealer News, at that time the proud 
proprietor of a goatee that was the 
cause of much swivel-necking by 
the passing guys and dolls. Wayne 
was a philosophical chap who liked 
to debate the national political situa- 
tion in a quiet, restrained kind of 
way, as well as to expatiate on the 
dealer problems, and his forthright 
editorials have long been widely 
read and approved. He is one of the 
better behaved of our 


press ac- 





Roberts—Sneddon—Murray 








quaintances and in all the years that 
we have known him we have never 
seen him even come close to losing 
his matchless equanimity. Most of 
the gentlemen of the fourth estate 
are wont to vent an occasional war- 
hoop, but not Wayne. No, sir, he 
goes his precise way without change 
of pace, never abandons his dignity, 
and his demeanor like his apparel 
remains under all circumstances 
completely unwrinkled. He is defi- 
nitely one of our better people and 
after he was drafted into our lunch 
sessions, the tenor and tone of our 
confabs acquired a distinct air of 
refinement. 


From then on, unlike most 
histories, the saga of the Pen 
Pushers becomes more hazy as 
it becomes more recent. Among 
the earliest members to be 
shanghied were Howard Keg- 
ley, former oil editor of the 
Times; Ed Lloyd, oil editor of 
the Examiner; and Alex “Bud” 
Campbell, now financial editor 
of the Herald-Express. Howard 
is at his home presently and is 
not too well but we sincerely 
hope with the rest of the pen 
pushers that he will soon be 
back on the beam. He has been 
replaced both on the Times and 
in the Pen Pushers by that fine 
young Hibernian, Bob Sullivan, 
who comports himself editorial- 
ly like a veteran and socially 
like a gentleman. Bob is the 
type of chap who would be ac- 
ceptable anywhere and he too 
has fitted elegantly into this 
somewhat inelegant convoca- 
tion. Ed Lloyd is now the dean 
of the newspaper oil editors 
and is widely known among the 
petroleum people. He is of 
Welsh extraction and like most 
of his fellow countrymen has an 
innate love of, and flair for, 
music of all varieties. As a mat- 
ter of fact, he has two lovely 
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You get some idea of the size 
of this 36" hole opener by 
comparing it with the standard 
3%" four-cutter bit held 
by H. C. Smith, president of 
the H. C. Smith Oil Tool Co. 


Sure, it's 


BIG 








but that's only 
half the story! 






96" | 
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This 36” 3-point hole 
opener —one of the largest 
ever built—is the newest 
addition to the H. C. Smith 
line of 3-point and 6-point 
hole openers, which are 
available in a full range of 
sizes. But the most impor- 
tant thing to remember is 
that all H. C. Smith hole 
openers, in ail sizes, feature the same advances in construction... 
bodies heat-treated for greatest strength; cutters hard-faced for 
better footage; triple bearing construction for longest life. That’s 
why you'll do better with an H. C. Smith. 


HCStmth OIL TOOL CO. 
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daughters who rate high in show 
business and one of them at 
least has climbed to the upper 
reaches of Broadway eminence. 
Alex Campbell, as any ethnol- 
ogist might guess, is of Caledon- 
ian stock, is one of our more 
daring reporters, and is now ex- 
hibiting some of the acquisitive 
characteristics of his race. He 
has gone into the oil producing 
business and no doubt will one 
of these days strike the big pay. 
In any case, he is a pretty prac- 
tical sort of individual with a 
keen analytical mind and in ad- 
dition is mighty nice people. 


Also extending the roster in due 
course were such greats as Wally 
Curtis, public relations chief for the 
flying horsemen, repository of one 
of the best vocabularies in the west, 
and a rare dispenser of after-dinner 
wit that he frequently dispenses be- 
fore dinner; Les Stockman, one of 
the most consistent and prolific pro- 
ducers of statistical articles in the 
petroleum business. You'll find his 
byline in the oil journals away back 
about the time that Colonel Drake 
was still fiddling around trying to 
get the tools to drill his famous 
well; George Tyler, the DuPont 
biggie who, when he first joined our 
gang, was secretary of CNGA, and 
was and is always one of our favor- 
ite people, Bill Green, whom we 
dubbed the “dean of trade journal 
writers, a grand old chap with a pro- 
nounced Texas accent and a lot of 
publication experience, who, unfor- 
tunately is no longer with us; and 
Jerry Luboviski, young former city 
editor of the Daily News, then pub- 
lic relationist for WOGA, now the 
same with Union Oil Company, as 
nearly as we can determine. Cer- 
tainly Jerry is climbing pretty stead- 
ily up the ladder of success which 
is no surprise to most of us, and 
is making a lot of good friends on 
the way which is no surprise either. 
He has been replaced in the Pen 
Pushers by another top boy, John 
Funk, who is of the same ilk and 
should go a long way. 


Early recruits also were Har- 
ry Ransford, the quiet, friendly 
chap from Signal Oil & Gas 
Company, who is not so ebul- 
lient or effervescent as some of 
us but is by all means a top 
citizen, rating highly with his 
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THE BOURE’ PROMOTER 


Ben H. Anderson, regional manager of 
production for Continental Oil Company, 
and current president of Petroleum Produc- 
tion Pioneers, is a native of Denver, Colo- 
rado, but has the typical drawl of a Texan. 
He was graduated from Colorado School 
of Mines in petroleum engineering in 1934 
and forthwith attached himself to Conoco 
as a roustabout in Big Muddy, Wyoming. 
There he stayed until he tied in with Uncle 
Sam during the big fracas in 1941 which 
took him to such farflung sectors of the 
globe as Alaska and the Philippines before 
he was discharged. In 1945 he returned to 
Conoco, spent a year in Wyoming and 
Colorado, and then was sent to Tepatate, 
Louisiana, as district superintendent. It 
was there that, among other things, he 
learned the weird speculative pastime 
which he calls Bouré, and to those who 
have any genuine appreciation of a dis- 
tended wallet we would issue a caution 
hereunder now: Never, under pain of 
everlasting misery permit yourself to be 
inveigled into any such skullduggery. It 
is more poisonous than the hooded cobra. 
As a matter of fact, an enterprising medico 
in Tepatate, has made a fortune through 
the invention of an anti-Bouré serum. Ben 
brought it here when he came to Los An- 
geles in 1949 as manager of production 
and has been trying to foist it on the un- 
wary ever since. 

In his spare moments, Ben is a proficient 
hunter and fisherman. Only recently he 
returned from Wyoming with a 700 lb. deer 
and, who knows, if, you talk to him nicely, 





he may send you a haunch of veniseo»: with 
which to make merry at Christmas. Dyr. 
ing his college years he played fo>tbalj 
and is rather proud of the fact that he kep} 
his particular portion of the bench w«rme; 
than lots of fellows twice his size were 
able to do. But all joking aside, it is ip. 
dicative of Ben’s fine adaptability that 
when he works he applies himself ‘igor. 
ously and earnestly to the task cf the 
moment, yet he can relax and really enjoy 
himself when the proper occasion «rises, 
He has done an outstanding job as pregi- 
dent of PPP this year, handling the serious 
matter of dedications and that sort of thing 
with dignity, and in general conducting 
himself on the platform in a most com. 
mendable way. It must in truth be said 
that Ben in all respects has been a genuine 
credit to himself and to Conoco of which 
he is proud as a high school girl with a 
red convertible. 





fellow members and behaving 
in petroleum society with rare 
restraint; Sherman McFedries, 
former Union Oil Company 
public relationist, widely expe- 
rienced in that particular field 
and well liked wherever he goes. 
Sherm is a lad with a nice per- 
sonality and a sincerity that 
matches it very neatly; Haines 
Finnell, current Union Oiler, an- 
other of the younger brigade 
who recently abandoned his 
p.r. post for a flight into the 
higher realms of sales promo- 
tion; and Earl Welty, a third 
member of the 7600 who was a 
newspaper editor in Honolulu 
and has acquired fame as the 
co-author of “Black Bonanza.” 


Then there were such notables as 
Stark Fox, executive vice president 
of Oil Producers Agency, and a cap- 
able dispenser of factual informa- 
tion, who is becoming much in de- 
mand as an expositor of petroleum 
economics; Bill Gregg, the “proper 
Bostonian” with the tartan back- 
ground, who officiates very ably in 
behalf of Oil Daily out this way and 
is without question the most per- 
sistent fact chaser in the business: 
Tommy Self, the youthful looking 
local representative of Business 
Week who looks more like the edi- 
tor of a college magazine; Russ 
Palmer, executive editor of Petro 
leum World and Oil, whose cap- 
abilities in his field are tops and 
whose friendship we have thorough- 
ly enjoyed over the past twenty 
years more or less; and Bill Mur 
phy, the Irish oil scout whose field 
reports are an important essential 
in the records of any California oil 
production department and whose 
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gil) rummy acumen is sharper than 
a hound’s tooth. 

And that is by no means all. 
Others gracing the roster at the 
moment are Dave Stormont, the 
Oil & Gas Journal chap whom 
we were once delegated to man- 
age by an itinerant geologist 
with the promise of fabulous re- 
turns on our time investment. 
Dave is a modest chap with 
plenty of oil savvy and writing 
ability, and is well respected and 
regarded by his public and the 
members of our little band; 
Frank Breese, the National 
News and Platt Oilgram re- 
porter, a quietly humorous lad 
who is always efficient and al- 
ways agreeable. He is easily 
identified by the fringe with 
which he keeps his upper lip 
protected from the icy blast, 
and once you have identified 
him he is really nice to know; 
George Randall, the Richfield 
public relations chief, a decorous 
gentleman from the deep south, 
who comports himself at all 
times with becoming dignity. 
He has more than the ordinary 
share of organizational ability 
and has, indeed, recently been 
responsible for the initiation of 
a national movement to do 
something about our declining 
mental health. 


Others have come and gone, like 
Carl Totten of Shell Oil Company, 
probably the top golfer of the group, 
now in an executive position in the 
New York office; Ty Scoggins and 
Walt Martin, two more Shell dele- 
gates who have gone to bigger and 
better responsibilities in New Or- 
leans and Tulsa, respectively. The 
Shell berth in this version of PPP 
is now being filled by Paul Harvey 
who gives promise very definitely of 
keeping up the high standard set 
by his predecessors. Then there was 
the Australian, Charlie Penn, who 
hovered with us briefly; and our 
good friend Wally Sawdon who is 
at present executive secretary of the 
Los Angeles chapter Nomads and 
still keeps the mentholated variety 
in one side of his cigarette case and 
the regular type in the other. 

We mustn’t forget either the 
publisher of this practically per- 
fect publication, Walter Mon- 
roe, who doesn’t get too often 
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to the meetings because of sun- 
dry other entanglements but 
when he does come is usually 
the best dressed man in the 
house. Walter is a real pioneer 
in the oil publication business 
and is widely known to western 
petroleum executives as well as 
to the members of the printing 
trade. There are no doubt many 
others who should be mentioned 
in this saga, but a nagging dead- 
line and a poor memory are in- 
terfering badly with a perfectly 
good intention, so to those 
whom we have missed, our pro- 
found apologies and we'll try to 
catch them later. 


Meantime, it must be quite ob- 
vious to those who have stayed with 
us this far that the Petroleum Pen 
Pushers has gradually blossomed 
into a fairly substantial entity. As 
we said in the beginning, it is a 
strange sort of association that mere- 
ly brings together monthly under 
very pleasing circumstances, a group 
of people with interlocking activities 
and It has no officers, 
no bylaws, no dues, no pre-sched- 


interests. 


uled program of business or enter- 
tainment, and its sole virtue lies in 
the fact that it establishes an in- 
severable bond between the petro- 
leum industry and the press that is 
Cer- 


tainly we can say in our own behalf 


of incalculable value to both. 


that in the ten years of its existence, 
it has not only been consistently 
helpful in a most effective way, but 
it has initiated, ripened and en- 
riched many friendships that have 
made our wavering way through the 
last ten years of life a very delight- 
ful experience. 

By way of a last minute item, 
the annual meeting of the Petro- 
leum Production Pioneers at 
Rodger Young Auditorium on 
December 5 is being confined 
entirely to members, and will 
feature presentation of life 
memberships to the first of a 
larger group of prominent oil 
pioneers who will all be even- 
tually so honored. 


Extensive Improvements 
Completed at Tide Water 
Associated’s Avon Refinery 

Extensive equipment improve- 
ments have been completed at Tide 
Water Associated Oil Company’s 
Avon Refinery at Associated, Calif., 
D. T. Staples, President, announced 
recently. 

“Important additions have been 
made”, Staples said “to the gas proc- 
essing facilities of the Fluid Cata- 
yltic Cracking Plant and also to the 
Alkylation Plant at Avon which will 
permit increased production of high 
grade aviation gasolines for Army 
and Navy use and other products. 
They have been installed in order 
to capture and use more of the econ- 
omically valuable gases given off 
during the manufacture of gasoline 
and other petroleum products. 

“The work done at the Alkylation 
Plant included improvement of its 
refrigeration system through instal- 
lation of increased compressor capa- 
city, extensions to its cooling tower 
equipment and the installation of a 
central refrigeration system. This 
work is expected to increase produc- 
tion of Alkylate, a vital aviation gas- 
oline component. An existing Ab- 
sorber-Demethanizer at the gas 
processing plant was replaced by a 
new primary absorber and a new 
deethanizer tower to increase the 
recovery of gaseous hydrocarbons 
from cracking operations.” 


Mobilgas Appoints SLM 
as Advertising Agency 

General Petroleum Corporation 
has appointed Stromberger, LaVene. 
McKenzie to serve as its advertising 
agency commencing Dec. 1, Frank 
C. Meunier, manager of advertising 
and sales promotion for the com- 
pany, announced recently. 

All media advertising, publicity, 
and sales promotion for Mobilgas 11 
the 7 western states, dealer house- 
organ editing, and field representa- 
tion in the company’s division head- 
quarters are included in the agency’s 
responsibilities, Meunier said. Ted 
Stromberger, SLM’s president, will 
head the agency staff assigned to 
the account. 
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Bell & Burden, Inc., Los Angeles, 
currently are running six rigs in 
California. Five are active in the 
Ventura field and one in San Joa- 
quin Valley. Ham Bell, a Pacific 
Coast director, was among Califor- 
nia contractors in attendance at the 
meeting of the AAODC in Denver. 


San Joaquin Drilling Company’s 
subsidiary, Sun Drilling Company, 
is drilling the glamorized well on 
the 20th Century-Fox Studio lot in 
the old Beverly field. Howard Bow- 
ersox is superintendent and Ed Her- 
ring, toolpusher. 

In Wyoming, San Joaquin Drill- 
ing is putting down another well for 
Mountain Fuel Supply Company in 
the Church Buttes area, Sweetwater 
County. The contractor already has 
taken down nine wells for Mountain 
Fuel in the area. 


Santa Fe Drilling Company is 
the driller of Carlton Beal’s dis- 
covery will on the Alferitz Anticline. 
C. W. Teater’s interesting wildcat 
near Rosedale is a Gene Reid Drill- 
ing Company contract job. Both 
wells give every sign of being on 
top of something new and impor- 
tant. 


Brad Mills, executive vice presi- 
dent of the American Association 
of Oilwell Drilling Contractors’ has 
reminded members that there is no 
better time than right now to take 
a close look at their industry. He 
pointed out that contractors con- 
tinue to drill wells for oil and gas 
at near-record rate, although the 
number of rigs actually running at 
present is about 10 per cent below 
the highest operating level of all 
time in the fall of 1951. Mills said 
that both footage and total number 
of wells recorded this year are reach- 
ing toward a new high. The or- 
ganization executive viewed this as 
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significant because it indicated a 
constant desire of operators to main- 
tain adequate reserves in the face of 
temporary over-production. 


The new an@ official member- 
ship plaque of the AAODC has been 
distributed to all members. C. F. 
Whaley, Plaque Committee chair- 
man, announces that date plates 
for each succeeding year will be pro- 
vided for members upon renewal of 
their memberships. 


Eddie Ellington, driller on Brown 
Drilling Company’s Rig No. 8 took 
home a $25.00 check for the follow- 
ing clever suggestion: “In order to 
more thoroughly acquaint all crew 
members on rig moves, it is sug- 
gested that a blue printed and de- 
tailed plat of each individual rig be 
made available to every member 
working on that rig. By so doing, 
crew members will be familiar with 
the distance of various drilling 
equipment from the center of the 
hole.” 


E. C. (Ned) Brown of the inter- 
nationally-known contract drilling 
organization, Brown Drilling Com- 
pany, of Long Beach, is in west- 
ern Australia in the interest of 
the exploratory campaign in the 
Exmouth Gulf area, 700 miles from 
Perth. Brown is associated with 
West Australian Petroleum Prop- 
erty, Ltd. 

The contractor, incidentally, has a 
dozen rigs working at present in 
California. 


Among current jobs of Clyde Hall 
Drilling Company are Pacific West- 
ern’s Veon No. 76A-24 on the Bel- 
gian Anticline, and Derby No. 25 
at Arvin, and Tide Water Asso- 
ciated’s Porter No. 43 at Aliso Can- 
yon. Toolpushers in that order are 
M. L. Connor, Joe Conn and Lloyd 
Lewis, respectively. 


At the Elk Hills Naval Petroleum 
Reserve, two Thomas P. Pike Drill- 
ing Company rigs continue to de- 


velop the Stevens zone. Gerald 
Robertson is toolpusher on well No. 
338-31S. Well No. 348-30S is being 
drilled under the direction of War- 
ren Robertson. Jimmy King is night 
pusher at Elk Hills. Relief pushers 
are J. R. Parker and R. F. (Slim) 
Protiva. Pike currently has 15 rigs 
working in California fields, accord- 
ing to John Fowler, drilling super- 
intendent. 


L. F. Drilling Company has a con- 


tract rig working for Richfield’s 
Parker No. 1 wildcat in Merced 
County. 


NPC Studying 
PAD Functions 


The National Petroleum Council 
is expected a report any day now 
on ways of carrying on peace-time 
functions of the Petroleum Admin- 
istration for Defense when and if 
that Federal agency goes out of 
existence. A special committee of 
the council has been delving into 
proposals for handling essential 
PAD activities. Any ensuing rec- 
ommendations will be duly submit- 
ted to Interior Secretary McKay, 
whose department included the PAD. 
H. A. Stewart, acting ahead of the 
PAD, expressed belief that the 
agency may not be needed after 
June 30, 1954. Most of its work 
came to an end when Government 
controls over materials were lifted. 
It has been indicated that the re- 
maining PAD duties may be trans- 
ferred to the Department of Inter- 
ior’s oil and gas division before that 
date, according to Washington ob- 
servers. 
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for assembly and inspection 


@ Allows main gear to be assembled on 


shaft with heavy 60 ton pressed fit. All 
rotating parts easily set in place before 
cover is bolted on. No “threading” of shafts 
and bearings as necessitated by solid gear 
box with no split. 


®@ Made of High Tensile Lufkaloy-lIron 
heavily ribbed inside, giving smooth ex- 
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keep clean. 
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® Large Clean Out Hole for removing 
sludge from bottom of box. 
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Casper, Wyoming; Great Bend, Kanscs 


PACIFIC COAST DIVISION—5959 So. Alameda, Los Angeles 1, Calif. 


SECOND ISSUE, NOVEMBER, 1953 








Santa Barbara 
Play Scheduled 


Popular Walt Parker is all set 
to go with an important play on the 
old Packard Ranch, between Union 
Oil’s Jesus Maria field and the Santa 
Ynez River in Santa Barbara County. 
Parker recently acquired from Mur- 
phy Brothers no less than 9300 acres 
of ground in the area, which is only 
a short distance from the Lompoc 
field. Jimmy Rogers, son of the im- 
mortal Will Rogers, is owner of 
the property. It was originally 
leased to Miss Virginia Sinclair, 
who subsequently turned it to the 
Murphys. Prairie Oil & Gas Com- 
pany way back in 1921 drilled a wel! 
on the Rancho to something like 5640 
ft. In those earlier times, electric 
logs were not a companion to the 
oil driller, but a graphic log made 
then promised oil showings in the 
Lospe zone, a possible co-equal to 
the Sespe formation. A few months 
ago, Murphy Brothers decided to 
take a gander at the old well and 
run electric log, but due to condi- 
tion of the hole could not go below 
1900 ft. Be that as it may, the log 
showed oil around 1700 ft. or at a 
depth comparable with oil indica- 
tions found in the original work 
on the well. Parker’s first well will 
go down on Sec. 11-7n-35w and 
be a shallow test to the Lospe and 
also the Cretaceous, not far be- 
low the prime objective zone. 

In the Purissima Hills, Mohawk 
Petroleum Corporation has taken 
over the Barham-Schmitz No. 4 on 
Sec. 12-7n-32w and it is redrilling 
the wildcat on down from 5330 ft. 
Seaboard Oil originally took down 
the well to 6803 ft. and then gave 
it up. R. C. Turnbull was next in 
line as operator and redrilled to 5330 
ft. 

Tyler & Hamilton’s Tyler-Hamii- 
ton No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 34-4n- 
25w at Carpinteria is standing idle 
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at 933 ft. 

Ventura County’s Oxnard area is 
attracting increased drilling atten- 
tion. Two miles west of produc- 
tion, Bay Shore Oil Company, Inc., 
has set in motion its Maulhardt 
Comm. No. 1 wildcat near the inter- 
section of Colonia and Rose street 
on Sec. 2-1n-22w. In the East Ox- 
nard sector, Continental Oil Com- 
pany is making “preparations to 
take down its Berylwood Invest- 
ment No. 1 on Sec. 18-2n-20w. 
The Lloyd Corporation’s Lloyd-W. 
R. Livingston No. 1 on Sec. 31-2n- 
21w. and Standard Oil’s Lucas No. 
1 on Sec. 12-1n-22w are both mak- 
ing hole ahead below 1000 ft. 


Torrey Test Fails 

The Texas Company’s second at- 
tempt to extend production at Tor- 
rey Canyon has failed of its purpose. 
The well was taken down to 9971 
ft. and later plugged back to 7560 
ft. A test from 6457 to 7560 ft. 
showed water and resulted in even- 


~~ 


L. B. O. D.’s well No, W-31l on Terminal Island with Camay Drilling Co. handling the 


tual abandonment. This well, Hun- 
ter No. 2, was on Sec. 6-3n-18w. 

Union is moving deeper at 901) 
ft. with its Simi No. 24 on Sec. 
28-3n-17w at Las Llajas Canyon. 
The company’s Janss No. 2 on Sec. 
22-2n-21w in the Camarillo Hills is 
digging at 2760 ft. 

Santa Fe Drilling Company as 
contractor is about to spud Rich- 
field’s Janss No. 1 explorer on Sec. 
25-2n-20w in the Conejo area. Seven- 
inch casing has been set at 6438 
ft. in Richfield’s Maxwell-Loel No. 
1 test on Sec. 18-4n-20w at Timber 
Canyon. Drilling is continuing be- 
low 8000 ft. 

Standard has added another nice 
producer at Montalvo with its State 
No. D-2 test on Sec. 35-2n-23w. 
Drilled to a total depth of 12,910 
ft. and then plugged back to 12,080 
ft., the well began flowing at. the 
rate of 402 barrels of 16.7 gravity 
oil and 80,000 cubic ft. of gas a day. 
The company’s next drilling job at 





work. Left to right: Bob Ballard, derrickman; O. L. Oliver, driller: O. D. Ritchie, floor- 
man; M. T. Carr; floorman and J. Cooke, floorman. 
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\Vest Montalvo will be State E No. 
3 on the same section. McGrath 
No. 1311 on the section is working 
below 11,600 ft. Near Fillmore, 
Standard is down at this writing 
about 14,500 ft. with its Sespe 
Ranch No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 27-4n- 
20w. 

Some light gravity oil has been 
recovered on swabbing test of 
Macson Oil Company’s Strathearn 
No. 1 wildcat on Sec. 6-2n-18w at 
Simi. Bottomed at 2828 ft., interval 
perforated in the well is 2672-2839 
ft. Heavier equipment will be moved 
in for R. B. Jackson’s R & G. No. 
1 test on Sec 17-2n-18w. Present 
depth of the well is 3303 ft. 


Freeport Gas Try 


Rio Hondo Oil Company of Long 
Beach is at the starting point with 
a 7000-ft. test well in the vicinity of 
Freeport in Sacramento County. 
Location of the well, Dee Comm. 
No. 1, is some 1320 ft. south and 
1320 ft. west from the northeast cor- 
ner of Sec. 20-7n-5e on a 4500-acre 
farmout from Standard of Califor- 
nia. The well is on the next section 
east from Standard’s Simms Comm. 
No. 1 on Sec. 19, completed last 
May for a substantial flow of gas. 
J. H. Fawcett is president and gen- 
eral manager of Rio Hondo. Rex 
3ell is vice president. The latter 
is the husband of Clara Bow of 
motion picture fame and the original 
“It” girl. Kemnitzer, Richards & 
Diepenbrock are handling the engi- 
neering. 

Elswhere in Sacramento County, 
The Texas Company is ready to 
kick off with its Mayhood No. 1 
on Sec. 12-4n-3e, a northwest ex- 
tension test of the River Island 
field. 

In the Camp McQuaide area of 
Santa Cruz County, Texaco intro- 
duced a new wildcat test known 
as Blake No. 1 and located on pro- 
jected Sec. 11-12s-le. The project 
is drilling below 1200 ft. 

Over in Yolo County, Ted Ster- 
ling and Paul Trousdale are arrang- 
ing to start work on their Browning 
No. 1 test on Sec. 18-12n-le in the 
Zamora area. At Marysville Buttes, 
Richfield is about to spud its Butte 
Comm. No. A-4 wildcat on Sec. 
9-16n-2e. 


Near Point Reyes in Marin Coun- 
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ty, P. M. Oil & Gas Company’s P. 
M. No. 1 wildcat well is drilling 
around 1500 ft. Torrential rain the 
other week forced a temporary stop 
to normal operations. At Winchester 
Lake in Yolo County, Richard S. 
Rheem, Operator, has pulled out 
of Kirtlan Comm. No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 23-7n-4e at a total depth of 
7482 it. The project evidently test- 
ed wet. 

Arcady Oil Company’s Fahn No. 
1 gas test on Sec. 9-5n-3e in Solano 
County’s Liberty Cut area last was 
reported working with the drill at 
4800 ft. At North Kirby Hills, 
Shell’s Unit C No. 1 test on Sec. 
7-4n-le continues to drill ahead be- 
low 1820 ft. Shell’s Unit A No. 1 
wildcat is a location on Sec. 6-4n-le. 


Union’s search for gas in Santa 
Clara County through the medium 
of Waugaman No. 1 on Sec. 27-11s- 
3e near Pescadero Creek is working 
at 4680 ft. 

Northwest of Greenfield, Humble 
Oil & Refining Company’s Capital 
No. C-1 wildcat on projected Sec. 
27-18s-6e, Monterey County, has 
reached 6000 ft. and is drilling on 
down. 

Caving formations appear to have 
slowed-up recent drilling in Rich- 
field’s H B & M Zanone No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 13-1s-3w at Petrolia in 
Humboldt County. The condition 
evidently no longer exists and drill- 
ing is continuing below 2400 ft. 

Pump testing was the last re- 
ported order of the day with Gen- 
eral Petroleum’s Mahoney No. 1 
wildcat test on Sec. 9-10n-35w. 
southeast of Guadalupe in San Luis 
Obispo County. The well is bot- 
tomed at 4501 ft. 

Eight miles west of the Arroyo 
Grande field, Nelson B. Hunt, Oper- 
ator, is drilling below 6800 ft. with 
Tar Springs No. 1 explorer in the 
Tar Springs Anticline area. Intex 
Oil Company owns a 10 per cent 
royalty interest in the venture, 
which is on Sec. 25-32s-14e. 





Alferitz Anticline 
Wildcat Interesting 

One of the most interesting wells 
working in San Joaquin Valley as 


this is jotted down is Carlton Beal 
& Associates’ Kalloch No. 56-11 
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wildcat on Sec. 11-25s-18e or about 
2000 ft. northeast of production. On 
test of the interval of 5717-6718 ft. 
44 barrels of light oil and gas-cut 
mud were swabbed during a 14-hour 
period. The well at a depth approxi- 
mating 6750 feet was credited with 
taking in more than 800 feet of 
Eocene sand. The sand was de- 
scribed in some quarters as being 
extremely tight, but at the same 
time capable of putting out oil along 
commercial lines. Neighboring lease- 
holders, include Bandini Petroleum 
and Hancock Oil. Russell Brothers 
of Cuyama Valley fame are under- 
stood to share interest with Carl- 
ton Beal in the Alferitz Anticline 
play. 


Another test well currently at- 
tracting attention in the valley is 
C. W. Teater’s Teater-Billington 
No. 1 on Sec. 19-29s-27e. between 
fields at Rosedale and Fruitvale. 
Drilled to a bottom of 4399 ft. the 
well reacted favorably on formation 
test and in consideration of this 
casing was run and cemented at 
4290 ft. Standard, Richfield and 
Humble are among holders with 
land framing the Teater wildcat. 


Clair J. Gibson, leading oil pro- 
ducer and contract driller, is ready 
to introduce a new test well located 
about four miles northeast of the 
South Cuyama field. The drill site 
is on Sec. 23-10n-26w and about 
1000 ft. east from Richfield and Sea- 
board’s producer, which tapped a 
total of 60 ft. of oil sand at two in- 
tervals between 7280 and 7350 ft. 
Zones expected to be tested by the 
new Gibson venture include one 
above 6000 ft. and a possible gas 
sand around 7100 ft. The well is 
named Ranita No. 1 and is on the 
Goehring property. 


Following complicated mechan- 
ical troubles, General Petroleum’s 
Ballinger Canyon Unit No. 1 on 
Sec. 31-10n-24w at the eastern fringe 
of Cuyama Valley has cemented 
protection string at 4500 ft. Since 
completion of this operational move, 
General has resumed drilling at 
9617 ft. and is well on the way to 
objective depth of 10,000 ft. or there- 
abouts.. C. W. Colgrove’s Sawyer 
No. 53-4 wildcat on Sec. 4-10n-26w 
has been consigned to limbo at 1395 
ft. The project was not put to test. 


Page 20 








Sand Blasting 
"“Gunnite Service”’ 
Spray Painting 


INTRODUCING 
A NEW SERVICE 
FOR 
CALIFORNIA 
OIL OPERATORS 


Mid Continent Plastic Company 
specializes in plastic protective 
coatings for marine installations, 
piers and off-shore structures. 


Interior coatings for tubing, 
drill pipe and line pipe. 


Sucker Rod Coatings. 


Exterior and interior coatings of 
production and pipe line tanks, 
refining vessels. 


Experienced applicators con- 
sisting of mobile crews for field 
applications anywhere. 


Your corrosion problems are 
our specialty. 


Eight years’ experience in Mid 
Continent and Gulf Coast oil 
fields. 


Your inquiry for our bids will 
bring prompt reply. 


Home Office: 
Box 2288, Odessa, Texas 


Calif. Representative: 


W. E. SIEVERS 
2499 Cerritos 
Long Beach 6, Calif. 


Phones: Long Beach 4-4247 - 4-5491 











Harnish Drilling 


Lloyd A. Harnish, Operator, wo 
recently clicked with an exciting 
oil discovery at West Guijarral Hills 
near Coalinga, is drilling below 1800 
ft. with No. 86, southeast of the 
find. The discovery well, No. 73 on 
the same Sec. 32-20s-l6e, came in 
from a total depth of 8410 flowing 
initially more than 1000 barrels of 
37 gravity oil a day. Harnish also has 
another test going in the new area, 
No. 64 on the section. Russell Gif- 
ten’s No. 62, a northwest offset well 
to the discovery, keeps on drilling 
below 4900 ft. His No. 81 on Sec. 
16-20s-16e at Pleasant Valley has 
reached critical depths below 8800 
it. 

On Sec. 14-20s-15e in the Coalinga 
area, Richard S. Rheem, Operator, 
Continental-Zwang No. 1 was last 
reported digging at 6620 ft. Shell 
has preliminary work going on its 
Investment No. 368-16, a scheduled 
deep test on Sec. 16-19s-l6e, with 
Miller & York handling the drilling 
chores. 


In the Temblor Ranch area, E. 
L. Corwin’s Cohn Estate No. 46 
wildcat on Sec. 31-29s-21e is drilling 
ahead at current depth of 3100 it. 
The cbjective is the Point of Rocks 
sand and maximum depth of the 
well probably will be some 4500 ft. 
Intex Oil Company owns one-half 
interest in 320 acres on which the 
test is located. 

Three miles west of the Devils 
Den field, C. H. Bent’s D.B. No. 1 
wildcat well on Sec. 7-25s-18e has 
suspended operations at 1521 ft. 
Loren L. Hillman also has aban- 
doned his Hillman-Roos No. 1 wild- 
cat on Sec. 11-29s-28e, one and one- 
half miles west of the Kern Bluff 
field. The well, on a 440-acre lease 
on property owned by George Roos, 
leading San Francisco merchant, quit 
at 1628 ft., following a final check 
with Schlumberger. 

Standard, Shell, Intex and Trico 
also hold leases in the area. 

North Mount Poso territory also 
registered a duster, taken down by 
Edward Nepple on Sec. 9-26s-28e 
and known as West Woody Comm. 
No. 1. The well was relegated to 
history at 1380 ft. in basement. At 
Cantua Creek, Hans R. Sumpf and 
the Helm Company have pulled out 
of their Indart No. 84-32 wildcat 
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on Sec. 32-17s-15e at a_ redrilled 
depth of 8121 ft., following a forma- 
tion test from 8106 to 8121 ft. which 
evidently flowed salt water. The 
well originally went to 10,506 it. 


New Arvin Test 

Arvin-Kern Company of San 
Francisco is nearing the spudding 
stage with its Kovacevich No. 1 try 
on Sec. 35-31s-29e, one and one- 
quarter miles south of the town of 
Arvin. Location is south of wells 
developed by the Capital Company 
and British American Oil Producing 
Company. The company, a partner- 
ship, is made up of Harold Green 
and Genevieve Her-ill. John Amund- 
sen is handling engineering work. 

A. M. Flick is ready to kick olf 
with another test in the Round 
Mountain area. His USL Van Ray 
No. 2 is located on Sec. 22-28s-28e. 
USL Van Ray No. 1 on the section 
at this time is putting out about 25 
barrels of 16 gravity oil a day from 
a total depth of 2702 ft. Initial cut 
was reported fairly large. 

Six miles southeast of Maricopa 
on the Cienega Anticline near Ha- 
zelton, Union Oil’s Hudson No. 
48-8 exploratory project continues 
to peer and probe deeper at a depth 
below 2800 ft. Unofficial reports the 
other week credited the well with 
coring Eocene sand. The company’s 
Evans No. 56-36 test on Sec. 36-12n- 
19w on Tejon Flats, according to 
the latest information, is digging at 
4300 ft. On Sec. 14-11n-19w, three 
miles north of the Tejon field, Julio 
V. Dougherty & Associates’ No. 
65-14 wildcat is bottomed at a re- 
drilled depth of 8464 ft. and testing. 

In the Sharktooth area, Pacific 
Oil & Gas Development Company, 
a San Francisco o-ganization, is 
drilling around 850 ft. with Herring 
No. 1 prospect job, Sec. 16-28s-28e. 
At Jasmine, the company has pulled 
out of its Quinn No. 2 on Sec. 14- 
25s-27e at an unproductive depth of 
2286 ft. in granite. 

Richfield’s Coles Levee A No. 67- 
29 deep test on Sec. 20-30s-25e in 
the Coles Levee field is in the com- 
pletion stage at 17,895 ft. The drill 
site is about 10 miles northwesterly 
of Ohio Oil’s world’s deepest well 
in the Paloma field, which is down 
21.482 ft. and working on a fishing 
job. 


Along the  Bakersfield-Cuyama 
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JEL-OIL OIL MUDS PROVIDE 


A completion mud which permits no water to enter the pro- 


Exceptionally low filter loss under all drilling conditions. 


Proper easily controlled Jel strength and good suspension. 
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BROWN MUD COMPANY 


BAKERSFIELD 
2-6410 


VENTURA 
Miller 3-8168 


Valley highway in Sunset Valley, 
Richfield’s Moore No. 1 on Sec. 32- 
11n-24w is coring near 4100 ft. The 
company’s Ramsey No. 1 test on 
Sec. 22-10n-23w .in the Upper San- 
tiago area is ready to drill. 

Milton Barratt and Ernest Bysshe 
are drilling the shallower forma- 
tions with their Portals No. 74-A, 
a test-one-quarter mile northwest 
of Race Track Hill production. The 
well will be carried to no less than 
4900 ft. for a look at the Jewett, 
Vedder and Pyramid sands. It is on 
Sec. 33-29s-29e. 

Antelope Hills Test 

Shell Oil’s Shell-Intex-Voight No. 
33-3 wildcat on Sec. 4-28s-20e in 
the Antelope Hills at last reports 
was redrilling at 10,805 ft. Sched- 
uled to be tested are sands to a 
depth of 12,000 ft. Intex Oil owns 
a one-half interest in leases totaling 
1600 acres on which the wildcat is 
drilling. The well the first time 
down was carried to 10,687 ft. 

Shell’s Hopkins B No. 55X-23 
test on Sec. 23-27s-19e, north of 
Antelope Hills is drilling ahead. 
Present depth is below 3600 ft. 


LOS ANGELES 
WeEbster 35618 





Camay Drilling Company, con- 
tractor has reached 6200 ft. and is 
proceeding ahead with the drill in 
the C. Ray Robinson 7000-it. test 
on Sec. 25-11n-23w in the Midway- 
Santiago area. The well is tagged 
Ripley No. 41. 

Having plugged back from a total 
depth of 14,935 ft. to 8770 ft., Hum- 
ble Oil is redrilling its KCL B No. 
16 prospect well on Sec. 35-11n-21w 
at Pleito Creek. 

Drilling is continuing at 8000 ft. 
with Bolsa Chica Oil Corporation’s 
KCL No. 82-18 wildcat on Sec. 18- 
30s-26e in the Strand area. Miller 
& York is putting the well down. 

Richard S. Rheem, Operator, is 
going with his Davies No. 1 on Sec. 
3-28s-27e, one and one-half miles 
nerth of Kern Front production. 
The project is aimed mainly for 
Chanac and Vedde- sands. 

The renowned Concco 
fies over Continental Oil Com- 
pany’s new well starting in the 
Tulare Lake area of Kings County. 
Known as West Lake Unit No. 1-1, 
the well is located on Sec. 29-22s- 
20e. In the Pyramid Hills, Brook- 
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line Oil’s Travma No. 2 on Sec. 8- 
24s-18e has been given up at 717 
ft. 

Reserve Oil and Gas Company's 
Reserve-Mitchel-Orchard No. 37-20 
on Sec. 20-24s-18e, a northwest off- 
set well to its recent discovery in 
McLure Valley near Pyramid Hills, 
is drilling at 2640 ft. The discovery, 
by the way, currently is putting out 
185 barrels of 39 gravity oil, through 
a 12/64-inch bean, along with 196,- 
000 cubic ft. of gas a day. Franco 
Western Oil Company, Standard of 
California and Norris Oil Company, 
holders of land in the discovery 
area, are mapping out drilling pro- 
grams. Hancock Oil Company also 
has been taking additional ground 
in the area. 

Equipment is on location in Sec. 
28-23s-22e to begin work on the 
W. W. Holmes, Operator, Winkler 
No. 1, southeast of Alpaugh. Drill- 
ing contract was awarded to New- 
ton Drilling Company. Holmes’ 
Whittier No. 1 on Sec. 29-33s-22e 
has been completed at 2880 ft. for 
an unreported yield. 

A test run in Tide Water Asso- 
ciated Oil Company’s Breen No. 1 
wildcat on Sec. 19-12s-5e northwest 
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of Hollister in San Benito County 
apparently not only showed gas in 
quantity but an unexpected amount 
of crude oil. Bottomed at 4591 it. 
the project at time of this writing 
was engaged in work designed to 
correct water trouble. 

In Merced County, Richfield’s 
Parker No. 1 on Sec. 10-6s-1le has 
reached 2100 ft. Location is north 
of the town of Merced. The com- 
pany’s Henderson No. 1 wildcat on 
Sec. 34-6s-13e has been given up at 
4613 ft. 

Whittier Test 
Set In Motion 

O. M. Slosson of Long Beach is 
about ready to begin drilling his 
Strong No. 1 test in the Whittier 
field area of Los Angeles County. 
Designed as a 5000-ft. test, the well 
is located on Sec. 22-2s-llw or 
roughly 2000 ft. northwest of Stand- 
ard Oil of California’s Central Fee 
No. 77, which was completed last 
September at a plugged depth of 
5060 ft. as a deeper pool discovery. 
Engineering on the new Slosson ef- 
fort is being handled by Art Graser. 

Universal Consolidated Oil Com- 
pany’s Century-Fox No. 1 test well 





on the 20th Century-Fox move 
studio lot in the old Beverly fie d 
continues to chew its way on dow 1. 
Depth of the well at last reports w is 
near 3000 ft. Incidentally, Rory Cil- 
houn, prominent film actor, threw 
the lever that spudded the well in. 
Marilyn Monroe had originally been 
assigned the chore, but, due to an 
old oil field superstition against 
women on drill rigs, retired in favor 
of Calhoun. The well is on Sec. 
25-1s-15w. 

In the Horse Meadows are a Un- 
ion Oil Company’s Horse Meadows 
No. 3-74 wildcat on Sec. 3-2n-l6w 
has been abandoned at 4624 ft. 

The Texas Company also has reg- 
istered a duster at Weldon Canyon. 
There the company’s Eadie No. 1 
on Sec. 23-3n-l6w encountered noth- 
ing resembling commercial produc- 
tion to a total depth of 8011 ft. 

Texaco is preparing to put down 
a new test on land northwest of 
Long Beach. Tagged Carson NCT-1 
No. 1 and located on Sec. 12-4s-13w, 
the well is likely to be watched 
with more than ordinary interest. 
At Del Amo, the same company 
has a satisfactory producer with 
completion of Del Amo B NCT-1 
No. 1 on Sec. 2-4s-13w. 

At Northridge in San Fernando 
Valley, Richfield Oil’s Pertusati No. 
1 wildcat test on Sec. 20-2n-l6w 
continues to drill ahead below 
1800 ft. Kee & Simpson Drilling 
Company is putting the well down. 
Near the town of San Fernando, 
Standard’s Mission No. 5-1 and No. 
6-2 wildcat on Sec. 2-2n-l6w are 
working not far from objective le- 
vels. 

Beach Test Drills 

Seaboard Oil Company’s Thorpe 
No. 1 test on Sec. 24-6s-1lw at 
Huntington Beach is making hole 
ahead around 6800 ft. The well 
situated along the ocean strand, is 
credited with all kinds of encourage- 
ment to present depth. It is a 
straight-hole endeavor and if even- 
tually successful, would probably be 
the forerunner to the initiation of 
slant driller wells to subsea forma- 
tions. A vertical producer would 
establish drainage and under the 
rules of state law this would open 
the way to tideland drilling. The 
company’s holdings in the neighbor- 
hood stretch for about one and one- 
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quarter miles from the Santa Ana 
River to Newland avenue. 

East of Huntington Beach, drill- 
ing has reached 4500 ft. with Pacific 
Supply Co.-Operative’s Lamb No. 
2-6 wildcat on Sec 6-6s-10w. 

At Newport Beach, Monterey 
Oil’s Newport Beach No. 1 test 
on Sec. 29-6s-10w is redrilling at 
1820 ft., after plugging back from 
7125 ft. to 1190 ft. for a fresh start. 

Near the intersection of Citrus 
avenue and Lakeview street in the 
Yorba Linda area, Western Gulf 
Oil Company is preparing to take 
down its Ylua on Sec. 22-3s-9w. 

The Texas Company is in the 
earlier stages with its Huarte No. 
1 test on Sec. 7-4s-9w in the Olive 
area, and Dominguez No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 19-3s-18w in the east Rich- 
field district. In the Olive sector, 
Hodges No. 1 on Sec. 7-4s-9w is 
working around 6100 ft. 

New wells starting in the Tor- 
rance field of Los Angeles County, 
include Revo Oil Company’s well 
on Sec. 21-4n-14w, the W. J. Hamil- 
ton, Operator, W. K. No. 2 on Sec. 
30-4s-13w, and Axis Petroleum Com- 
pany’s No. J-4 on Sec. 25-4s-14w. 
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4 you can read the first 
two lines — dont worry! 





Just call old Doctor Eubanks and say 
“Tiger Tooth.” * His diagnosis will be 
that your eyes are okay—your head does 
not need to be examined—and you won't 
have any tong men injured from having 
tong dies slipping on hardened wear subs 
or tool joints. * Especially if you’re using 
‘em in Web Wilson Tongs with the 
“Spiral” hinge pin arrangement that is 
years ahead in strength, safety and easy 
operation. * The name is Jess Eubanks; 
the phone is Miller 3-6767, at 1641 North 
Ventura Avenue, in Ventura-by-the-sea! 
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In the Rosecrans field, Edwin W. 
Pauley’s Geddes No. 1 well on Sec. 
12-3s-14w last was reported digging 
at 4960 ft. Basin Oil Company has 
recompleted at 4920 ft. its No. 7 
well in the Potrero field. It started 
off at the rate of 358 barrels daily 
of 46.9 gravity oil from a sand shal- 
lower than those now being pro- 
duced. 

Contractor Petrie Drilling Com- 
pany is drilling below 6100 ft. with 
the Richard S. Rheem, Operator, 
MJM & M Blodgett No. 1 wildcat 
on Sec. 14-3n-l6w at Railroad Can- 
yon. 

Leffingwell Test 

Rothschild Oil Company has got 
going with its Hobbs Community 
INO. 4 extension test of Lettngwell 
production. It is on Sec. 11-3s-llw 
near the intersection of Stamey and 
Granada streets. The operator re- 
cently wrote off his Fouquet No. 1 
extension test of the same area at 
approximately 8800 ft. The com- 
pany s Woodward No. 1, a no dope 
hole on Sec. 11, is making hole be- 
low 8200 ft. 

Bell Petroleum Company's Leffing- 
well try, Woodward-Lewis No. 1 on 
Sec. 11-3s-llw, keeps on drilling 
without incident at 3800 ft. On the 
same section, Hathaway Company’s 
Tanamachi No. 1 test last was re- 
ported working at 7000 ft. 

Camay Drilling Company, con- 
tractor, continues to log rapid time 
with R. E. Bering & Associates 
Perkins No. 1 test at Newhall. Depth 
at about this time is 2700 ft. The well 
is on Sec. 11-3n-l6w. W. W. Bush’s 
Bush-Perkins No. 1 on the section 
is working in the relatively shallow 
formations. The William S. Hart 
High School property is the scene 
of exploratory drilling for additional 
water supplies for Newhall. 

At Chino in San Bernardino Coun- 
ty, the Lee Drilling Company, Inc., 
Eureka-Rubens No. 1-29 exploratory 
hole on Sec. 29-2s-7w is temporarily 
idle at a depth of 1730 ft. or there- 
abouts. At present level, it appar- 
ently is in shale with streaks of 
granite. On Sec. 6-2s-7w, Donald 
B. Lamont’s No. 1 wildcat has been 
abandoned at 2400 ft. in granite. 
Location was one and one-half miles 
southeast of the town of Chino. 

Sunset Oil Company is making 
preparations to drill its No. 20 well 
on Sec. 31-4n-15w in the Placerita 
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Mr. Producer... 
Get the Facts About 
JENSEN Units! 


There's a difference in oil well pump- 
ing units ... and JENSEN welcomes 
the opportunity to give you all the 
facts about JENSEN Pumping Units. 
Many successful producers who for- 
merly used equipment they thought 
just as good as anything we had to 
offer—or even better—investigated. 
Now these producers have standard- 
ized on JENSENS. 
That's all we ask you to do—get the 
facts and find out for yourself why 
JENSEN Pumping Units make any 
well more profitable and satisfactory. 
STOCKED BY 
ROBERT S. MOORE SUPPLY CO. 
2852 Cherry Avenue 
Long Beach 6, Calif. 
Phone LB 4-3058 
LOVELADY SUPPLY CO. 

3301 Cherry Avenue 

Long Beach 7, Calif. 

Phone LB 40-5429 
PETROLEUM SUPPLY CO., INC. 
Fresno Highway 
Bakersfield, Calif. 

Phone 2-2413 


JENSEN 


BROTHERS MFG. CO., Inc. 


COFFEYVILLE, KANSAS, U.S.A. 
EXPORT OFFICE: 50 Church St., New York City 





field. No. 21 on the section has been 
completed at 2151 ft. for 23 barrels 
of net oil a day. Work on the wells 
is under contract with Drilling & 
Production Company. 

In the Long Beach field, Chester 
F. Yunker’s Donnie Boy No. 4 was 
last reported drilling at 3300 ft. 
Paulin Oil Company’s No. 1 is dig- 
ging at 4670 ft. The former is near 
25th and Walnut streets on Sec. 
30-4s-12w, and the latter on Sec. 
13-4s-l3w at the corner of Locust 
street and Wardlow avenue. 

Union Oil’s Sansinena No. 8-B-2 
on Sec. 33-2s-10w in the Sansinena 
field is redrilling at 1885 ft., after 
going the first time down to 5211 ft. 
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we have never 


owned an oil well 
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Certainly oil production is indispensable to 


our business, nevertheless, Universal has 
never owned an oil well... . never produced 
any oil... never commercially refined, trans- 


ported or marketed any petroleum products. 


Our business .... from its very infancy.... 
has been confined to the development and 
commercial application of petroleum refining 
facilities .... the methods and techniques 


that have permitted the petroleum refiner 
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to produce maximum quantities of quality 


products to meet the demands of his markets. 


That we have been successful in this effort 
is best evidenced by the hundreds of proc- 
essing units designed by our company, and 
which are daily serving refineries all over 


the world. 


Universal will never knowingly compete 
with a petroleum refiner in any phase of his 
production, refining or marketing business. 





SECOND ISSUE, NOVEMBER, 1953 


they 


te 


unl RSAL OIL PRODUCTS COMPANY 
- 30 ALGONQUIN ROAD, DES PLAINES, ILL., U.S.A. 
Laboratories: RIVERSIDE, ILLINOIS 

Universal Service Protects Your /nvedlment 


In our lifetime we could have acquired many 
oil wells and perhaps a refinery or two, 
but we’ve stuck to our task of helping the 
refiner .... giving him the kind of assist- 
ance that he must have if he is to realize a 


profitable return on his investment. 


We Have Never Owned An Oil Well, is a 
fact that can be further emphasized by 
we never intend to. We simply 


saying... .. 


won’t compete with those we serve. 
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U. O. P. Starts Construction 
Of New Plant 

David W. Harris, president of 
Universal Oil Products Company, 
turned the first spadeful of earth 
recently, signaling the start of con- 
struction on a new UOP catalyst 
manufacturing plant in McCook, III., 
near the company’s research and de- 
velopment laboratories. 

The new facility, the fourth for 
manufacturing UOP’s Platforming 
catalyst, will cover about three acres. 
It will be situated along U.S. High- 
way 66, about 25 miles southwest of 
Chicago’s Loop. 

Production at the new plant is ex- 
pected to begin next summer. The 
plant will consist of two buildings. 
One, 40 feet wide by 80 feet long 
and 40 feet to the eaves, will handle 
catalyst processing facilities. The 
other building, 80 feet by 80 feet and 
12 feet to the eaves, will serve as 
a warehouse. 

In addition, there will be anti- 
air pollution facilities, chemical 
waste disposal, and a tankage area 
for storage of chemical raw ma- 
terials. 

Other manufacturing sites of the 
UOP catalyst are at Shreveport, La., 
London, England, and at the com- 


coo 


pany’s research and development 
laboratories. 

The new plant in McCook was 
made necessary by the increasing 
demand for Platforming catalyst, 
which was the first platinum-con- 
taining catalyst to be offered to the 
petroleum refining industry. The 
plant’s production will go principal- 
ly to Eastern, Midwestern and Far 
Western refineries which license the 
Platforming process. 

Coincidental with 
ground for the new plant, Mr. Har- 
ris announced that processing fa- 
cilities at the Shreveport plant are 
being expanded to increase capacity. 
Construction work is expected to be 
completed April 1. 


breaking 


First announcement of UOP’s ex- 
pansion of catalyst manufacturing 
facilities was made July 25 when 
the president of UOP disclosed that 
the company, in conjunction with 
Johnson, Matthey & Company, Lim- 
ited, well known London platinum 
refiners, had formed a new foreign 
catalyst manufacturing subsidiary to 
manufacture and make available in 
the sterling market UOP Platform- 
ing catalyst for use by refineries in 
producing premium quality gasoline. 





David W. Harris, president of Universal Oil Products Company, turns the first spadeful 
of earth signaling the start of construction on the company’s new plant in McCook, Ill., 
for the manufacture of UOP Platforming catalyst. Watching the ceremony is a group 
of administrative and management personnel. 
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Rothschild Oil To Put U.O.). 
Platformer on Stream 

Rothschild Oil Company has _ie- 
come the first independent refi:.er 
in California to put an UOP P it- 
former on stream. 

The unit has a design capacity 
of 1,000 barrels per stream diy. 
It was built entirely by personnel 
of the Rothschild company. Plat- 
formate produced in the unit will 
be used as a blending component to 
materially increase the octane rating 
of premium gasoline which Rotiis- 
child distributes through independ- 
ent dealer outlets. 

A blend of Santa Fe, Signal Hill 
and Placerita heavy naphthas is 
being charged directly to the Plat- 
former from the refinery’s crude top- 
ping unit. The charge stock has a 
boiling range of 175 to 400 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 

The Rothschild unit is the 27th 
UOP Platformer to go on stream 
since October, 1949. Universal Oil 
Products Company, which licensed 
the unit, also did the designing and 
engineer work, and assisted Roths- 
child personnel in purchasing mate- 
rial. 


General Will Move 
Northern Quarters 


General Petroleum Corporation is 
planning to move its Northern Cali- 
fornia Division office headquarters 
from San Francisco to San Mateo. 
The company, presently at 417 
Montgomery street, has purchased 
a $60,000 three-acre site at 20th 
avenue and Isabelle street, San 
Mateo. Construction of a one-story 
25,000 square ft. office building will 
begin early next year. About 150 
members of the oil company’s ac- 
counting, credit and administrative 
staff will be shifted to San Mateo. 


Sy 


Monterey Opens 
New Valley Office 


Monterey Oil Company is now 
ensconced in a new office building 
on the Young Fee lease at Edison 
in San Joaquin Valley. This move 
served to combine the company’s 
office in the Edison field and the 
other at Bakersfield. The new tele- 
phone number is 6-7286. 
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Chiksan Holds Open House 
At Brea Plant 


Chiksan Company held an Open 
House recently for customers, sup- 
pliers, and the general public at the 
recently enlarged manufacturing 
plant in Brea. This was the first 
opportunity for a general inspection 
of the Chiksan plant since comple- 
tion of the extensive expansion pro- 
gram which has been under way 
since February of this year. 

Conducted tours were held during 
the day and a buffet lunch was 
served to all. Over 500 attended. 

The major addition to the plant 
is a 28,000 square foot air condi- 
tioned building with office area for 
the Personnel, Purchasing, Produc- 
tion Control, Cost Accounting and 
Cost Estimating, and Sales Develop- 
ment departments. Shop administra- 
tion offices and a large Conference 
Room are included in this area of 
the building. 

The Conference Room is specially 
equipped for meetings of all types 
with built-in movie projection 
screen, green chalk board, outlets 
for projectors, microphones, televi- 
sion, and other equipment and an 
array of exhibit material and opera- 
ting models of Chiksan swivel joints 
and assemblies. 





Visitors at the open house recently held at the enlarged Chiksan Company plant in 





Recently completed at Chiksan Company’s plant in Brea, Calif. is this new air con- 





ditioned building which increases office, warehouse, and assembly facilities. The new 
structure has 28,000 square feet of working area, and is furnished with the most modern 
assembly and warehousing equipment available. 


The displays show some of the 
great variety of applications of Chik- 
san ball-bearing swivel joints which 
are used in virtually every major 
industry throughout the world, in- 
cluding hydraulic lines for brake 
systems, wing fold assemblies and 
power control systems on aircraft, 
ship and tankcar loading equipment, 
and applications on oil drilling rigs, 
and drum filling machines. 

The largest portion of this new 
structure is devoted to assembly, 
shipping and warehousing opera- 
tions and incorporates the most 
modern equipment available. 

Visitors also were shown the new 
production machines installed in the 


Brea, Calif. included (standing left to right) J. Gordon Stebbings and Harold J. Olympius 
of Triangle Steel and Supply Co.; Frank Kelly, Republic Supply Co. (seated left to’ 
right) Charles McIntyre, Republic Supply Co.: Herbert Bergen and Dr. Glen Curtis, 
of Brea; Ed Liecester (foreground) Republic Supply Co.; Rodney Durkee, Lane-Wells 
Co.; Pat Ellis, Howard Supply Co.; and Jack Human, Associated Piping & Engineering Co. 
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main shop building which are result- 
ing in a significant increase in swivel 
joint production. 

An outdoor area in the plant is 
devoted to full-scale equipment in- 
cluding marine and barge hose, load- 
ing racks, rotary hose, and mud- 
mixing guns and used by the Engi- 
neering and Sales Departments for 
research and product development. 


Wildcats Select Palladium 

To provide accommodations for 
more oilmen, the annual Wildcat 
Christmas Hi-Jinks of the Western 
Oil and Gas Association this year 
will be held at the Hollywood Pal- 
ladium, 6215 Sunset Boulevard, 
Hollywood, on December 15, it was 
announced today by the Wildcat 
Committee of the association. “Wild- 
cats look Backward,” a skit depict- 
ing the early days of the oil industry 
in California, as well as professional 
variety entertainment, are included 
on the program. 

Reservations for the affair, which 
will start at 7 p.m., may be made 
at the offices of the Western Oil and 
Gas Association, 510 West Sixth 
Street, Los Angeles. 

Practically unnoticed has been the 
increasing part radio has been play- 
ing in the petroleum industry. Drill- 
ers are depending more and more 
on radio to maintain contact with 
supervisors and other branches of 
the oil business. Radio permits 
hasty communication with oil of- 
fices and operating engineers. The 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion at the end of September had 
authorized 4850 stations in the pe- 
troleum radio service. 
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Eastling Appointed General 
Manager of Link-Belt 
Pacific Division 

Link-Belt Company has announced 
the appointment of Harvey V. East- 
ling as general manager of the com- 
pany’s Pacific Division, with head- 
quarters in San Francisco. He suc- 
ceeds Ralph M. Hoffman, who is 
retiring after 40 years of service. 





Harvey V. Eastling 


The Pacific Division serves west- 
ern industry with a broad line of 
conveying, processing and power 
transmission machinery, with plants 
in San Francisco, Los Angeles and 
Seattle and district offices and fac- 
tory branch stores in those cities 
and in Portland, Spokane, Oakland 
and Salt Lake City. 


Mr. Eastling, who has been assis- 
tant general manager of the Link- 
Belt Pacific Division since June 1], 
started his Link-Belt career in 1925 
as chief draftsman at the San Fran- 
cisco plant. 

He later became chief engineer of 
Link-Belt Company Pacific Division 
and subsequently manager of engi- 
neering sales in Seattle. In 1940 he 
Was appointed general sales man- 
ager of the Pacific Division. 


Mr. Hoffman joined the predeces- 
sor of Link-Belt Company Pacific 
Division, Meese & Gottfried Com- 
pany, in 1913. He became president 
of Link-Belt Company Pacific Divi- 
sion in 1943, and in 1948 was elected 
a vice president of Link-Belt Com- 
pany. He is retiring in accordance 
with the Link-Belt retirement plan. 


Page 28 


Fred L. Hartley has been appoint- 
ed manager of a. new Commercial 
Development Division established 
by Union Oil Company in its Re- 
search and Process Department. 

The Division has been organized 
to extend the commercial application 
and licensing 6f Union’s research 
and process activities. 

Mr. Hartley has been with Union 
Oil for 15 years as manufacturing 
process supervisor in charge of proc- 
ess design, and for the last three 
years as general superintendent of 
operations at Union’s Los Angeles 


Refinery. 


Mr. Hartley has been active in the 
industry, and this year is president 
of the California Natural Gasoline 
Association. 


Johnny Meyer, peripatetic oil man, 
evidently has clicked sensationally 
with new gas discoveries in the 
Pouce Coupe sector of the Peace 
River region, northwestern Alberta, 
Canada. Johnny’s diversified busi- 
ness interests extend the world over. 
His headquarters are in Los An- 
geles. 


Oil men Arthur C. Stewart, 
Patrick A. Doheny and Edward R. 
Valentine of Los Angeles were an- 
nounced as new directors for the 
17th season of thoroughbred racing 
at Santa Anita Park, opening De- 
cember 26. 


Many friends of Omar Cavins of 
Bakersfield, have been privileged to 
view the great kodachrome pictures 
recorded by the noted oil man and 
geologist during his tour of Alaska, 
which took him as far as Point 
Barrow. 


Morley Murdoch, head of the La- 
guna Consolidated Oil Company of 
Los Angeles, is back at his desk 
from a motor tour of United States 
and Canada. After picking up a 
new car in Detroit, he wended 
his way to Montreal, then through 
the New England states to New 
York, Washington, D.C., and Flor- 
ida. He punctuated his stay in Flor- 
ida by a flying trip to Havana, Cuba. 
Before returning to California, he 
visited the larger Texas cities. 





FRUEHAUF FIRST TO RECEIVE 
ATA FOUNDATION PLAQUE 
At ATA’s convention in Los Angeles the 
last of October, Roy Fruehauf (left), presi- 
dent of Fruehauf Trailer Company, was 
presented with an impressive plaque by 


the ATA Foundation. The presentation, 
made by Walter F. Carey, past president 
of ATA and current president of the Foun- 
dation, was in recognition of the con- 
tribution made by Fruehauf to the newly- 
formed educational organization. Frue- 
hauf, being the first company to have 
made such a contribution, was the first 
to receive a plaque naming it a charter 
member of the ATA Foundation. 





Zambry P. Giddens, who recently 
resigned as president of Palmer 
Stendel Oil Corporation at Santa 
Barbara, plans in the future to give 
full attention to Petrocarbons Chem- 
icals, Inc., a Palmer subsidiary at 
Irving, near Dallas, Tex. 


A recent Bakersfield visitor was 
Floyd Wellman, who is associated 
with oil development in far off 
Arabia. 


McKay Explains 
Stand On Imports 

There is neither “need” nor “ex- 
cuse” for the Government to dictate 
to the petroleum industry on prob- 
lems related to oil imports. Thus 
declared Secretary of Interior Doug- 
las McKay in a speech before the 
33rd meeting of the American Pe- 
troleum Institute in Chicago. “Some 
of you, I know, may have wondered 
just why the Petroleum Administra- 
tion for Defense has not been more 
active in this question of imports. 
The answer is simple. It is our job, 
clearly defined, to make certain that 
there are enough products available 
for all military and essential civilian 
demands. It is not our job to do 
anything at all about any temporary 
dislocations of the market.” The 
Interior Secretary said he is con- 
scious of the industry’s problem of 
over-production. 
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Wyoming 

Union Oil Co. of California was 
coring ahead around 9940 feet after 
making good gas recovery from the 
Powell Unit No. 1, c se se 29-40n- 
73w, in Converse County. In a test 
of the Sussex formation at the in- 
terval 9501-9566 feet, there was an 
initial flow at the rate of eight mil- 
lion cubic feet of gas per day, but 
this diminished to 1,250,000 cubic 
feet at the end of the test. Operator 
also recovered 720 feet of high grav- 
ity oil. The well, scheduled as a 
11,500-foot Frontier test, is classed 
as a rank wildcat. 

In the South Maderson area, Big 
Horn County, L. J. Peterson found 
gas shows in the Frontier at the No. 
2 Govt., ¢ sw nw 1-49n-92w. The 
test was at the interval 2543-3063 
feet. The same operator drilled a 
discovery a mile west, the Wycol- 
Govt., which produced at the rate 
of 960 barrels of oil per day. 

Service Pipeline, which has oper- 
ated a gathering system owned by 
Continental Oil for the Sussex and 
West Sussex field of Johnson Coun- 
ty, recently purchased the lines. 
Service also is laying an additional 
line to the Dugout Creek area in the 
same vicinity. 

True & Brown was coring ahead 
in the Tensleep after recovering 
heavily oil cut mud in the Embar 
formation at the No. 9-1 Tribal, 
se sw ne 13-2n-2w of the Wind 
River Meridian. The well is a wild- 
cat in the Northwest Winkleman 
Dome area and is scheduled as a 
6000-foot Tensleep test. Further 
testing of the Embar is planned by 
the operator. 

Houston Oil of Texas will drill 
the No. 3 Burke Ranch Unit, a 6650- 
foot Dakota test in Natrona Coun- 
ty. The well, in nw nw sw 18-37n- 
78w, is a half mile south of the 
discovery, the No. 2 Unit, which 
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produced at the rate of 65 barrels 
of oil per day through quarter inch 
choke. 

Parker Drilling Co. of Tulsa was 
preparing to drill a wildcat in Con- 
verse County, the No. 1 Blackmore- 
Hammond, ne «w 13-31n-72w. It 
will be a 1500-foot Madison test on 
acreage farmed out from Cosmo Oil 
of Denver. 


Montana 

Shell Oil Co. was continuing to 
test its Cabin Creek confirmation in 
Fallon County after recovering gas 
at the rate of 2,550,000 cubic feet 
per day on a drill stem test of the 
interval 7066-7146 feet. In a test at 
7285-7350 feet some oil also was 
recovered. The well is the No. 11- 
33 NP, c nw nw 33-10n-58e. 

At North Pennell Creek in Fallon 
County, Stanolind was drilling be- 
low 7200 feet at the No. 1 NPRR 
“C”, ne nw 15-9n-58e. 

Hodge and Associates plugged 
and abandoned the No. 1 Bartlett, 
ec ne ne 33-27n-7e, in Chouteau 
County. Another well in this area, 
Continental’s No. 1 Lennington, sw 
nw nw 24-27n-7e, was coring below 


2745 feet. 


An Ordovician. test in Richland 
County is scheduled by Eramont 
Petroleums, Trans Era Oils and 
Albermont Petroleum of Canada 


and the Northern Pacific Railroad. 
The well will be the No. 1 NP, c 
sw nw 21-32n-54e, in the Enid area 
and is scheduled to go to 11,500 
feet. Ordovician production has 
been found 25 miles west of this 
test. 


North Dakota 

Amerada Petroleum Corp, was 
drilling below 11,385 feet after top- 
ping the Silurian at 11,379 at the 
No. 3 Hanson, a wildcat in c sw nw 
18-158n-94w, in the Tioga field of 
Mountrail County. 


Colorado—Idaho—Montana—New Mexico—Utah—Wyoming—Western Canada 


In Williams County, White Eagle 
Oil plugged the No. 1 Cavanaugh, 
ec nw se 27-159n-95w after drilling 
the wildcat to 8195 feet total depth 
in the Mission Canyon. The test 
was north of the Tioga field. To 
the east of the field. in Mountrail 
County, Owr Oil and Whitson aban- 
doned the No. 1 Johnsberg, c sw nw 
15-158n-93w. 


South Dakota 

Shell Oil Co. has found further 
shows in the No. 1 State A, in the 
Custer area of Hardin County. The 
shows were from the Red River, 
on a test of the interval 8715-45 
feet. The well is in sw se 9-21n-4e. 





Colorado 

A new discovery in Morgan 
County has been marked up by Bill 
Tomberlin, whose No. 1 Cochran 
drill stem tested for 10 barrels of 
oil per hour, flowing by heads. The 
test was at 5657-88 feet. The well, 
in se se nw 12-1n-58w, was drilled 
to total depth of 5725 feet, and at 
last report the operator was running 


logs. The No. 1 Clar, drilled by 
Petroleum Inc. was previously 


brought in as a D sand discovery 
to the south of the Tomberlin well. 

Another J sand producer has been 
brought in by Twin Oil, the No. 3 
Cuykendall, c ne se 11-2n-53w, in 
Weld County. Operator recovered 
1200 feet of free oil on test. 

Amerada Petroleum was coring 
below 9455 feet at the No. 1 Colo- 
rado-State, nw ne se 16-11n-68w, 
in Larimer County. No shows have 
been reported. 


Nebraska 

Ohio Oil Co., which recovered 
substantial quantities of gas and oil 
from its No. 1 Fleming wildcat in 
Cheyenne County, was last reported 
coring below 4955 feet. Gas was 
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L. B. O. D.’s W-174 on Terminal Island with Crawford & Hiles doing the job. Left to 
right: (Kneeling) Frank Lease, pusher: Roy Hughes, floorman; (Back row) Frank Nailen, 
floorman; C. Van Leeuwen, derrickman; A. B. Brown, driller and Steve Crowley, LBOD 
pusher. 


City of Long Beach's Parcel’s A-196 with Richfield Oil Corp., operator. now being 





drilled by International Drilling Co. on Terminal Island. Left to right (kneeling) F. P. 
Crawford, pusher: B. H. McGuire, floorman; (back row) Jess Brown, pusher: Orlando 
Funk. driller; A. Berube, derrickman; Frank Condon. Sr.. floorman; Jack Melton, floor- 


man... 


recovered from the J sand at the 
rate of 410,000 cubic feet per day, 
and 2400 feet of oil on test of the 
D sand. The well is in ne ne nw 
28-13n-50w. 

Twin Oil and Rock Hill were pre- 
paring to complete the No. 4 Wrede 
in the J sand after failing to find 
production in the Permian. This is 
a pool well in nw se ne 15-13n-55w, 
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in the Enders field. 

Ohio Oil was swabbing at the No. 
1 Engelland, se nw se 33-15n-49w 
after recovering oil on a drill stem 
test of the D sand. 


Utah 

Steps toward the sale of the Utah 
Cooperative Association’s refinery 
at Jensen, Utah, have been an- 





nounced. The First National (il 
Corp. of Denver has taken an 0»- 
tion on the plant, and if the sale is 
concluded First National plans ‘o 
increase the production of the i:°- 
finery from 2,000 barrels to 3,010 
barrels. 

Three States Natural Gas, after 
recovering oil from the upper Pari- 
dox Pennsylvanian at the No. 1 
Utah State in San Juan County, 
was drilling below 6170 feet. The 
well is in c se sw 32-29s-23e, in the 


Bluff Unit. 


New Mexico 

Magnolia Petroleum, which swab- 
bed 59 barrels of oil in 24 hours 
from the No. 1 Hutchison-Federal, 
installed pump. The well is in c 
nw sw 14-19n-3w, in Sandoval Coun- 
ty. It was drilled to 9684 feet total 
depth. 


Western Canada 

Proposed consolidation of three 
Calgary oil companies awaited ap- 
proval from stockholders late in No- 
vember. The companies planning to 
consolidate are Jet Oils Ltd., Rundle 
Oils Ltd. and Ashmont Petroleums 
Ltd. Under the plan, the companies 
would exchange all assets for stock 
of Ashmonth Oils Ltd. Officials of 
the companies said the merger 
would make for a much stronger or- 
ganization. 

Canada Southern Oils was making 
further tests of its recent discovery 
at Cook Lake in Saskatchewan. 
Operator swabbed oil at the rate of 
10 barrels per day from the interval 
2219-21 feet after striking pay sand 
at 2200. Effort is being made to 
increase production. The well, Can- 
ada Southern-New Superior Cook 
Lake 11-32, is 20 miles northeast of 
Kindersley. 

Canadian Northern Oil and Gas 
and Pacific Petroleums Ltd. were 
preparing to drill a third well in an 
area which has been productive in 
two previous tests and which indi- 
cates the discovery of a new gas 
field in the Peace River district. The 
new field is in Alberta and is 12 
miles south of the Pouce Coupe gas 
field. Canadian Atlantic and An- 
tone Petroleums also share in the 
development. 
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Quick Change Cavins-Benny 
Polished Rod Clamp 

Recently offered by The Cavins 
Company of Long Beach, California, 
the Cavins-Benny Polished Rod 
Clamp is a quick-change, wedge 
type that is installed or removed in 
a matter of seconds. The clamp 
grips the polished rod quickly and 
positively as the weight of the rods 
tightens to tapered wedge into posi- 
tion in the body. No beating or 
hammering is necessary to place this 
clamp in position on the rod. 





Wrenches or snipes are not required. 
To remove the Cavins-Benny rod 
clamp is only a matter of relieving 
the load and lifting the wedge. For 
permanent installation as a pump- 
ing clamp a set screw is used to 
secure the wedge in the body, and 
is used with rod rotators by re- 
moving the handles. Complete clamp 
weighs 22 lbs., is made of heat 
treated steel, and has an A.P.I. rat- 
ing of 25,000 Ibs. at a 2 to 1 factor. 
One clamp body fits all sizes of 
polished rods from 1 to 1%-inch 
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diameter, with individual wedges for 
each size of rod. 

The Cavins Company is located at 
2853 Cherry Avenue, Long Beach 6, 
Calif. 


New Bulletin by McCullough 

A new, four page technical bulletin 
on the Bottom Hole Jet Cutter, a 
special tool for fragmentizing junk, 
lost tools etc., in a well, has just been 
published by the McCullough Tool 
Company. 

Time saving and money saving fea- 
tures of these explosive electric wire 
line jet cutting tools are fully described 
and illustrated. Actual field reports 
showing the many uses, applications 
and successful job accomplishments 
are included. Operation and detailed 
specifications are also given. 

Copies of this new Bulletin No. 701 
are available on request from: Mc- 
Cullough Tool Company, 5820 South 
Alameda Street, Los Angeles 58, Cali- 
fornia. 


Fluor Awarded Contract 
The Fluor Corporation, Ltd., of 
Los Angeles, California, has been 
awarded a contract for the engineer- 
ing, procurement, and construction 
of a new fluid coking unit, first com- 
mercial installation of its kind in the 
world, at the Billings, Montana re- 
finery of the Carter Oil Company, 
it was announced by D. W. Darnell, 
Chairman of the Board at Fluor. 
Detailed engineering work will 
get underway immediately, although 
Fluor will not begin actual construc- 
tion of the new unit until spring. 
The fluid coker is the first step in 
an extensive expansion at the refin- 
ery, according to I. J. Staid, Man- 
ager of Manufacturing for Carter. 
A 120-foot tower with stairways 
leading to the nine platform-floors, 
will dominate the coking unit. The 
fluid coking process has just been 
perfected after four years of re- 
search. The Carter unit probably 
will be completed by Fluor and ready 
for operation by October of 1954. 
Addition of this unit to the Carter 
plant marks the fourth major im- 
provement since the refinery was 
opened in 1949, Staid said. 





FOR LEASE 
18 acres, Ventura Ave. field, close to production. 
Apply Ventura Finance Co., 35 So. Oak St.. 
Ventura, Calif. 12/15b 


Uses of Carbides in the 
Oil Industry Described By 
Kennametal Bulletin 
“Kennametal Carbides for the Oil 
Man” is the title of a new brochure 
recently issued by Kennametal Inc., 
Latrobe, Pa. in which current and 
potential uses of Kennametal sin- 
tered carbides to combat wear and 
shock resistance in the oil industry 
are discussed. General information 
is given on Kennametal’s shock and 
wear qualities in other industries 
where it has been in service for drill- 
ing rock both by rotary and per- 
cussive methods, its use for flow 
beans by many manufacturers, its 
14 years of use as standard equip- 
ment for valving in the Kobe “Free 
Pump”, for lightness and high heat 
resistance blades and nozzles in a jet 
aircraft, and for scores of severe 
steel cutting applications. Can be 
obtained on request from Kenna- 
metal, Inc., Latrobe, Pa. 


Sintered Carbide 
Check Valves 


Complete specifications together 
with operational performance is 
given in a new bulletin on sintered 
carbide balls and seats issued by 
Kennametal Inc., Latrobe, Pa. De- 
scribed are two types of A.P.I. balls 
manufactured by Kennametal and 
two different types of A.P.I. seats. 


Particulars are given on the new 
lightweight titanium carbide Ken- 
nametal ball which is highly resis- 
tant to corrosion and weighs one- 
third less than steel. Also, discussed 
in the bulletin is a new valve seat 
construction that embodies a monel 
metal rib on a solid sintered carbide 
seat. Available on request from 
Kennametal Inc., Latrobe, Pa. 





SMITH-EMERY CO. 


Chemists—Engineers 
Established 1910 
Metals—Oils—Waters 
Analyzed and Tested 
Shipments Certified 
Tanks Strapped 
781 E. Washington Blvd. 
Los Angeles 21, Calif. 
Member 
American Council of Commercial 
Laboratories 
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Maid: “Is yo’ all married?” 

Visitor: “No, I’m not married. 
I’m a maiden lady.” 

Maid: “Yo’ is. Did yo’ all evah 
have any children?” 

Visitor: “Of course not!” 

Maid: “Lawdy be! Ain’t yo’ all 
the lucky thing.” 


Husband: “That’s a_ beautiful 
bracelet you’re wearing, dear.” 

Wife: “Yes, isn’t it darling—lI 
found it in the back of your car 
this morning.” 


Sue: “I want to know if I have 
grounds for a divorce.” 

Lawyer: “Are you married?” 

Sue: “Yes.” 

Lawyer: “Then of course you 
have.” 


She: “Can you tell me the name 
of this school, young man?” 

He: “Sorry, I only play football 
here.” 

They were driving along a coun- 
try road. 

He: “You look lovelier to me 
every minute. Do you know what 
that’s a sign of?” 

She: “Sure. You're about to run 
out of gas.” 


“Do you really love her?” 
“Do I love her? Why, I worship 
the ground her father struck oil on.” 


It is said that when the average 
man argues with a woman the final 
result is: “He came, he saw, he 
concurred.” 


One of the best ways to mike 
your old car run better is to learn 
the price of a ’54 model. 


Young actor: “Dad, I’ve got a job 
at last. I play the part of a man who 
has been married for 20 years.” 

Dad: “Splendid! That’s a start 
anyway, my boy. Maybe one of 
these days they'll give you a speak- 
ing part.” 


A Scotchman was viewing a sec- 
ond-hand car, but all the eloquence 
of the salesman failed to bring him 
to the purchasing point. 

“Look here, sir,” the dealer said 
finally, “to prove what a good car 
it is, Pll throw in the clutch and...” 

“T’ll take it,’’ said the Scot 
triumphantly. “I knew if I held out 
long enough I’d get something for 
nothing.” 








—— 
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Service! 


La AY. 

Caio a 
[-s=— 24 Hour 
Oil Field Equipment 


Exclusive West Coast Distributor for... 


TRELEASES inst 
PRE-ENGAGES eos! 





antly for pull-out 


Webson' POWER RIGS and WINCHES 


DISTRIBUTORS FOR 
GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES 
OIL FIELD TOOLS AND SUPPLIES 


SPECIALIZED SHOP WORK 
REMODELING AND REPAIR OF RIGS 


USED RIGS 


AND 


RENTALS 





POWER RIG & EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 


3001 Cherry Ave., Long Beach 7, Calif. 


Phones: Long Beach 407935 or ZEnith 3851 (Toll free) 
Bakersfield Office: 3908 Pierce Rd. 
Phone 28930 
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“Locus, driling or fe0in® 


“PACKS OFF ony Aud pressir® 


BOWEN SAFETY JOINTS fit right into your 
present string as a regular sub with no out-of-size 
dimensions. They have the same outside diameter 
and fluid passage as its corresponding size tool 
joints, and BOWEN SAFETY JOINTS are depend- 
able on the toughest drilling, testing and fishing 
operations. 


fy 7 FISHING TOOL COMPANY 
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